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This report will provide information concerning activities of the Libertarian Party state 

affiliates in Region 5 that have occurred since the Alexandria meeting.  I shall provide an 

updated report at the meeting in Pittsburgh should additional information become available. 

 

I am pleased to report that I have been able to represent the LP in various ways since the 

previous LNC meeting.  For example, I continue to serve at least once a month as a guest on a 

two-hour political talk show that airs on weekdays on WINA radio (1070 AM/98.9 FM in 

Charlottesville, Virginia).  Also, I was interviewed by RT TV on Dec. 27 and by reporters for a 

Lithuanian news publication on Mar. 18. 

 

 
Delaware 

 

 Sean Goward (sean.goward@yahoo.com) was elected chair of the Libertarian Party of 

Delaware during the LPD convention in Dover on Mar. 25.  He succeeds Scott Gesty, who chose 

not to seek reelection.  Mr. Goward was the LPD candidate for governor last year. 
 

 

District of Columbia 

 

John LaBeaume (jvlab@electiondissection.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of 

the District of Columbia.  He noted that the LPDC has achieved “major party” status, and that 

LPDC members are looking forward to conducting a Libertarian primary in 2018.  He indicated 

that since DC votes are now able to register “Libertarian,” there are now more than 900 

registrants.  He anticipates that this number will soon exceed 1000. 

 

 

Maryland 

 

 Bob Johnston (bob.johnston@live.com), chair of the Libertarian Party of Maryland, 

provided the following report:   

 

The Maryland LP has 20,230 registered voters, as of February, 2017, according to the state 

Board of Elections. This is the first time in over 80 years that a non-establishment political party 

in Maryland has had over 20,000 members.  

  

The annual state party convention will take place on Saturday, 29 April at the All American 

Steak House in Laurel, MD.  Neil Franklin, the Executive Director of LEAP (Law Enforcement 
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Against Prohibition), and who spoke at the recent national party convention in Orlando last May, 

will be the banquet speaker. 

  

MDLP vice chair Eric Blitz worked with various groups on ballot access and civil liberties 

legislation this General Assembly session at the state capital in Annapolis, for the fourth year in 

a row. Another bill to allow parties with at least 10,000 registered voters to have ballot access 

did not get out of committee. To retain ballot access, the MDLP 2018 gubernatorial candidate 

will have to get at least 1% of the vote in the general election. 

  

2014 MDLP gubernatorial candidate Shawn Quinn is planning to run again for Governor. He 

will be seeking the party’s nomination at the spring convention on April 29.  The annual MDLP 

picnic will take place at the home of the Sten family near North East, Maryland on July 29. 

 

 

North Carolina 

 

 Brian Irving (brian@libertypoint.org), chair of the Libertarian Party of North Carolina, 

provided the following report: 

 

The major activity in NC is our North Carolina for Free Beer initiative. There's an article in the 

current LP News about it. 

 

The LPNC is supporting a group called Craft Freedom, who are lobbying the state legislature to 

raise the barrel limit craft brewers can produce before having to turn over one-third of their 

business to big distributors under a government monopoly. We're selling T-shirts and support 

legislative reform to lift the restriction from 25,000 to 200,000 barrels. This is a free market 

issue. NC craft brewers add $1.2 billion dollars and create more than 10,000 jobs annually. 

 

 

Pennsylvania 

 

 Drew Bingaman (chair@susquehannavalleylp.org) was elected chair of the Libertarian 

Party of Pennsylvania at the LPPA convention in Harrisburg on Apr. 2.  He succeeds Shawn 

House as chair.  Allow me to offer my thanks to the LPPA for the hospitality I received while 

attending the convention. 

 

 

Virginia 

 

 Bo Brown (bocbrown@yahoo.com) is the chair of the Libertarian Party of Virginia.  The 

LPVA will hold a special convention in the Richmond area on May 6 for the purpose of 

nominating a candidate for governor.   

 

In order to place the candidate on the ballot, the party must submit at least 10,000 

signatures of registered Virginia voters to the State Board of Elections by June 13.  In addition, 
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for each of the eleven congressional districts in Virginia, the party must submit at least 400 

signatures of Virginia voters registered to vote in that district. 

 

 

West Virginia 

 

Michael Wilson (michael.wilson@lpwv.org), the chair of the Libertarian Party of West 

Virginia, provided the following report: 

 

We have already had no less than 6 candidates come forward with intent to seek office under our 

banner in 2018 (local and state offices). This is huge as we are always scrambling at the last 

minute for candidates.  

 

We are beginning the search for a candidate for Governor (2020) as this is the most important 

race on which we can focus. We currently have no prospects and with ballot access on the line 

we have to secure someone much sooner than later. If this is something you can hold your ear to 

the rail for, we would appreciate any potential individuals to run.  

 

We are planning our 2017 convention right now and have secured the date and location (see 

below). It will be hard to top our 2016, but we plan to hold another great event that will be in the 

top attendance bracket again this year.  

 

LPWV 2017 Convention and Annual Meeting 

Saturday, June 24, 2017 

9:00am through 5:00pm 

Holiday Inn Express of Bridgeport 

20 Sweetbrier Ln, Bridgeport, West Virginia 26330 
 

At the upcoming meeting, we anticipate a full changing of the Executive Committee lineup (with 

the exception of Karl Swisher, who will remain Treasurer). This will be a very important internal 

election as it will determine the continuance of the state affiliate (as we have seen it fall apart 

post these elections in the past). I plan to stay on in an informal capacity to aid in the transition, 

but I will likely not seek nomination/election for any committee position.  

 

We are also in the process of revamping our online presence and putting a few technologies in 

place that should help advance membership and candidate recruitment.  

 

The LPWV also plans to hire a commission based fundraiser to help aid in our weakest area - 

donations. We will be hashing the details out for this position at the annual meeting. 
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