
the Iraq War, the Patriot Act and 
related civil liberties issues, im-
migration, energy and the envi-
ronment, and agriculture policy 
reform.  His mix of issues likely 

pulled in some support from the 
traditional left, as well as from 
the right.  Despite presidential 
election results, University of 

Different party, but more of the same old stuff.     Meet your new House and Senate leadership   -   Page 2 
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See FRIEDMAN Page 7

LP candidates shift balance of power in U.S. Senate

“Glum Republicans 
might turn their 
attention to the 

Libertarian Party to vent their 
anger,” an article at Economist.
com began.  It was referring to 
the two Libertarian Party U.S. 
Senate candidates who attracted 
more votes on Election Day than 
the margin between the Demo-
crats and the Republicans, sug-
gesting that Democrats wouldn’t 
have a majority of votes in the 
Senate in January if not for these 
two Libertarians.

In Missouri, Republican in-
cumbent Jim Talent is reported 
to have received 47.4 percent of 
the vote, while Democratic chal-
lenger Claire McCaskill received 
49.5 percent. Progressive Lydia 
Lewis drew one percent of the 
vote and Libertarian Frank Gilm-
ore earned two percent.

In a Fox News interview, Gilm-
ore was asked about Republican 
claims that because of his race, 
Senator Talent wasn’t re-elected.

 “Ask 47,000 voters; they are 

the ones who voted for me,” 
Gilmore responded.  “I can’t 
tell you why they voted for me. 
But it’s obvious [the] two main 
parties need to be looked at a bit 

harder, and I think that’s what 
these 47,000 did.”

 Gilmore campaigned on the 
key issues of deficit spending, 

Missouri-St. Louis political sci-
ence professor Dave Robertson 
has stated that Missouri is a “bell-
weather state,” doubting that it 
should have ever been classified 

red.
“I knew my 

state was not 
bright red,” 
McCaskill ac-
k n o w l e d g e d , 
confirming that 
it isn’t totally 
clear whether 
Gilmore’s voters 
would have cho-
sen the Republi-
can incumbent if 
the Libertarian 
hadn’t been in 
the race.

While liber-
tarian and other 
pundits debate 
whether Gilm-

ore clearly shifted the balance of 
Senate power to the Democrats, 
in Montana the case is certainly 

Libertarians mourn the death of Milton Friedman
See KINGMAKER Page 7

See ANALYSIS Page 8

2006 election 
wrap-up

Famous libeRtaRian econ-
omist, Milton Friedman, 
passed away in his home 

in San Francisco, California on 
November 16th, 
2006.  Dr. Friedman 
died of heart failure 
at the age of 94.

 Born in New York 
City in 1912, Fried-
man was the son of 
Jewish immigrants 
from Hungary.  Mil-
ton attended Rutgers 
University for his 
Bachelors Degree 
and later the Uni-
versity of Chicago, 
where he attained 
a Masters Degree 

in 1933.  Later, in 1946, after 
working for the U.S. Department 
of Treasury 
he received a 
doctorate from 
C o l u m b i a 
University for 
his outstand-
ing work. 

F r i e d m a n 
is renowned 
for his free 
market ide-
ologies.  His 
theories were 
groundbreak-
ing and most 
are still widely 
accepted.  He was a proponent 
of small government and argued 

that government spending should 
not be used as a tool to guide 

the economy.  
He once said, 
“The govern-
ment solution 
to a problem 
is usually as 
bad as the 
p r o b l e m . ”  
He served 
under Ronald 
Reagan, and 
many of his 
ideas about 
s h r i n k i n g 
government 
can be see in 

Reagan’s economic policies.
Dr. Friedman led the Chicago 

School of monetary economics, 
which claims that the supply of 
money controls inflation and 
in turn, can control the ups and 
downs of the business cycles.  He 
believed that it was difficult to 
control the cycles, and that gov-

 ■  Milton Friedman
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election niGht 
2006 brought the 
usual mixed bag 

of joys and sorrows for 
Libertarian candidates.  
Now that most states have 
finished tallying the results, 
Libertarians can take much 
hope in what the numbers 
tell us.

Within days, many media 
reports took note of how 
two Libertarians (see lead 
story) exceeded the margin 
of difference in US Senate 
races where the Democrat 
beat the Republican with 
less than 50 percent of the 
vote.  While Libertarians 
have had an impact on a top 
of the ticket race in each of 
the previous three elections, 
this is the first time it has 
happened twice in the same 
year.  Certainly the Liber-
tarian effect on the two seat 
Democratic majority in the 
Senate weighs heavily on 
GOP minds.

Libertarians also ex-
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ElEctions 2006

Meet the new bosses, same as the old bosses
While exit pollinG 

during the 2006 
elections made it 

clear that the typical American 
voter desired change, actions of 
both the Republican and Demo-
crat Party leadership indicate 
that neither major party listened 
to their constituents. 

“Because in the ritual that are 
congressional leadership elec-
tions, just like those in student 
government, relationships and 
popularity trump all — ideol-
ogy, public perception, and even 
competence,” wrote National 
Review’s Jonathan Martin when 
explaining why both parties 
selected their leaders based on 
“who you know,” as opposed to 
reasons about which the general 
American population cares.

 
GOP stays the cOurse

 
Frequent opinion pieces and 

bestselling books were published 
prior to the election which sug-
gested that the Republican Party 
was going to lose a significant 
amount of seats in both houses of 
Congress if they didn’t get back 
to their core fiscally conservative 
ideals.  To be sure, quite a few 
Republicans who had reneged on 
their small government promises 
lost their individual races.

 Surviving Republicans had 
a clear chance to inform the 
American public that they were 
listening during recent House 
and Senate leadership votes.  
Instead, they voted for some of 
least small-government-minded 
members of their legislative 
bodies to be the face of the Re-
publican Party for the next two 
years.

 In the House, Rep. John Boeh-
ner defeated Rep. Mike Pence of 
Indiana and Rep. Joe Barton of 
Texas for the position of Minor-
ity Leader.  On a Nolan Chart 
comparing recent congressional 
votes on economic issues, Boeh-
ner scored an abysmally low 20 
percent while Barton scored 35 
percent and Pence scored a near 
perfect 90 percent.  All three 
Republicans scored incredibly 
low on the social scale, tying at 
seven percent.

House Republicans also 
elected Rep. Roy Blunt to the 
Minority Whip position.  His 
opponent, Rep. John Shadegg, 
scored 90 percent for economic 
issues and 20 percent on social 
issues.  Blunt scored 20 percent 

on economic issues and 13 per-
cent on social ones.

Not to be outdone by the 
House, Senate Republicans 
elected Mississippi’s Trent Lott 
as their Minority Whip. Lott 
resigned as Senate Majority 
Leader in 2002 over a controver-
sial statement he had made, one 
which was considered racist by 
many.

 In addition to Democratic 
opposition, Lott’s election 
prompted conservative writer 
Jonah Goldberg to explain why 
Republicans are considered “the 
stupid party.”  One commenter at 
Reason’s website noted, “You’d 
think somebody with Lott’s bag-
gage would want to avoid the 
connotation of the title ‘Whip.’”

 
DemOcrats fOllOw suit

 
On the other side of the aisle, 

Rep. Nancy Pelosi was unani-
mously elected by Democrats to 
be the Speaker of the House, a 
post which will be officially con-
firmed when the new Congress 
convenes early next year.  

While many pundits have 
attributed many of the 2006 
Democratic electoral victories, 
especially in Western states, to 
candidates running on a some-
what libertarian agenda, House 
Democrats ignored the experts 
and chose the congresswoman 
who voted for the Patriot Act, 
Homeland Security and against 
a bill that condemned the torture 
of prisoners in Iraq.  Pelosi rou-
tinely receives the lowest pos-
sible ratings from organizations 
like Gun Owners of America and 
the National Rifle Association. 

Pelosi is already under fire 
from leaders in her own party 
for supporting Rep. John Murtha 
as Majority Leader.  Murtha was 

heavily implicated and named 
an unindicted co-conspirator by 
the Justice Department in the 
ABSCAM investigation in 1980.  
He was recently listed as one of 
the 20 most corrupt members of 
Congress by the left-leaning Cit-
izens for Responsibility and Eth-
ics.  Murtha lost despite Pelosi’s 
support and Tom DeLay-like 
tactics.  

“She violated every conceiv-
able rule of Boss-like behavior: 
she lost, she lost publicly, she 
lost after issuing useless and 
unenforceable threats to people 
she barely had met, knowing (or 
having reason to know) that they 
would tell the world about her 
unsuccessful arm-twisting,” ac-
cording to Newsweek’s Howard 
Fineman. “And she lost big: by 
149 to 86 votes.” 

While some might assume 
that Pelosi might have learned 
her lesson with that stinging 
loss, apparently she hasn’t.  An 
editorial in the Bay area’s Mer-
cury-News suggests that Pelosi 
planned to name Alcee Hastings 
as the chair of the House Select 
Intelligence Committee.

“[Hastings is] a former federal 
judge who was impeached and 
convicted by Congress for tak-
ing a $150,000 bribe and com-
mitting perjury,” wrote the edi-
torial staff.  “Putting a man with 
his shady history in charge of a 
committee dealing with highly 
classified information would be 
a huge mistake.”

it’s nOt just the
leaDershiP

 
Anecdotal evidence presents 

a strong case that elected rank-
and-file members of both parties 
are no less likely to change than 
their leaders.  Recent lead sto-

ries about one recently elected 
Republican and one seasoned 
Democrat illustrate the point. 

Republican Rep. Shelley 
Sekula-Gibbs is now in the na-

tion’s Capitol to fill the remain-
ing weeks of resigned Rep. Tom 
DeLay’s term.  According to the 
Washington Post, on her first 
day on the job, a reporter asked, 
“Have you been corrupted by 
power yet?” 

Shelley Sekula-Gibbs, who 
lost her general election race for 
the same congressional seat, re-
sponded in the negative and then 
burst out laughing.

According to Roll Call, Gibbs 
wasn’t laughing when she be-
came upset that President Bush 
and Vice President Cheney did 
not attend a reception held at her 
office.  One source reports that 
Gibbs is prone to temper tan-
trums, including one “15 minute 
long body-shaking, fist-pound-
ing screaming fit.” 

She probably wasn’t laugh-
ing as seven employees left 

over from Tom DeLay’s staff 
resigned their jobs, presumably 
over these or similar outbursts.  
Subsequently, Gibbs called for 
a congressional investigation of 

the staffers.  Gibbs has accused 
the staffers of deleting computer 
files. 

Not to be outdone by a Re-
publican, Democratic Rep. 
Charles Rangel is up to his old 
tricks again.  He recently topped 
the weekend news cycle by an-
nouncing his plan to submit a 
bill calling for the re-introduc-
tion of military conscription.  
While Libertarian candidates 
eventually forced John Kerry 
and George W. Bush to publicly 
rebuke mandatory government 
service in a televised debate dur-
ing the 2004 election cycle, ap-
parently Rangel doesn’t care. 

 “In 2003, before the invasion 
of Iraq, Rangel proposed a mea-
sure covering people ages 18 to 
26,” the Boston Globe reported.  
“This year, he offered a plan to 
mandate military service for 
men and women ages 18 to 42, 
but the bill went nowhere in the 
Republican-led Congress.”

While the Democrats may 
have taken charge of both houses 
of Congress, it doesn’t appear 
that much will change.  Perhaps 
senior editor and correspondent 
Charles Madigan summed it up 
best in the Chicago Tribune. 

“But maybe she is just like 
many of her predecessors, wear-
ing a good government sheep-
skin even as she waits like a wolf 
for the K Street money to come 
prancing down the lane,” he 
wrote of the incoming Speaker 
of the House.

“But maybe [Pelosi] 
is just like many of her 
predecessors, wearing a 
good government sheep-
skin even as she waits 
like a wolf for the K Street 
money to come prancing 
down the lane.” 
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 ■ Candidate Tracker is found on the front page of LP.org

Candidate Tracker 2007
ALTHOUGH THE 2006 

CANDIDATES have 
been removed from 

the Libertarian Party Candidate 
Tracker program, the national of-
fice of the Libertarian Party has 
started highlighting candidates 
for the 2007 election cycle. 

 Currently, there are two candi-
dates listed at Candidate Tracker, 
which can be viewed at www.
LP.org. At the time this article 
was written, Arin Sime was in 
the lead with a total of 91 points.  
Sime is running for the District 
24 seat in the Virginia State Sen-
ate and has been featured in LP 
News before.

He is a co-founder of Virgin-
iaPropertyRights.org, a website 
devoted to changing Virginia’s 

Constitution to protect home 
owners from eminent domain 
abuse, a local leader in efforts to 
make sure eminent domain is not 
abused and to advocate for lower 
tax rates in Albemarle County, a 
member of Virginia Independent 
Consumers and Farmers Asso-
ciation, webmaster for Virginians 
Over-Taxed On Residences, and 
the current vice chair and former 
chair of the Jefferson Area Lib-
ertarians.

Sime is followed by T. Lee 
Horne, III, who is running for 
Governor of Louisiana.  Rapper 
Lil’ Nuke just composed a song 
for Horne’s campaign, which is 
featured on the LP blog. 

Horne has a B.A. in Liberal 
Arts from Stetson University.  He 

has been the owner of a computer 
systems company and managed 
both service and parts depart-
ments in the 1970s and 1980s.  He 
is currently a Trustee of Brumby 
Family Trust, 1985- present, on 
the Board of Directors of St. 
Mary Bank & Trust Co, the Pres-
ident of Brumby Enterprises, Inc, 
the Managing Partner of Horne 
Partnership, and a member of the 
Board of Directors of Emerald 
Land Company.

The scoring mechanism for 
Candidate Tracker has not yet 
been recalculated to make it more 
compatible with 2006 election 
results.  These calculations are 
being modified at this time and 
will be adjusted in early 2007 to 
make the system more reflective 

of actual election results.
“We are listening to input from 

candidates, state and local affili-
ates and others who have desired 
an indication to help us adjust the 
formula we will be using in 2007, 
said LP Campaigns Coordinator 
Sean Haugh.  “With Candidate 

Tracker, hopefully 2007 and 
2008 can be more of an electoral 
success than 2004 and 2006.”  

If you know of a 2007 Liber-
tarian candidate who is not listed 
on the Candidate Tracker, please 
let us know by sending an e-mail 
to candidates@lp.org.

oveR the last FeW 
Weeks, there were so 
many Libertarians  

interviewed in the media or en-
gaged in debates, it would be vir-
tually impossible to cover them 
all in LP News.  However, we 
thought we’d provide you with  
a few highlights  from various 
Libertarian Party personalities, 
candidates and key supporters. 

Arizona Libertarian Party gu-
bernatorial candidate Barry Hess 
in his first televised debate of the 
2006 elections:

“We’re going to have a Demo-
crat and she’s going to tell you 
that she knows how to run your 
life, raise and educate your chil-
dren, and spend your hard earned 
money better than you can.  Now 
the Republican is going to be a 
little bit different.  He’s going to 
tell you he knows how to run your 
life, raise and educate your chil-
dren, and spend your hard earned 
money better than the Democrat.

“As a Libertarian, I have to tell 
you the truth.  These are things 
that only you and I, as responsible 
parents and community members, 
can do.  No matter how much 
money we throw at it, now matter 
how much we wish it to be true, 
it still falls back to our personal 
responsibility. As a Libertarian, 
I’m the keeper of a sacred trust 
between the people themselves 
and their servant government.” 

Libertarian National Commit-
tee Chairman William Redpath 
on C-SPAN:

“Sometimes it’s said that Re-

publicans and Democrats are the 
best campaigners for us in that 
the more people see them, the 
more they begin considering a 
Libertarian Party candidate.” 

Washington state Libertarian 
Party senatorial candidate Bruce 
Guthrie said in a televised debate 
responding to a Republican call 
for drug testing welfare recipi-
ents: 

“I’d prefer drug and alcohol 
testing of members of Congress 
and the Senate.” 

Former U.S. Representative 
Bob Barr of Georgia accurately 
predicting Shelley Sekula-Gibbs 
general election loss in Tom 
DeLay’s former congressional 
district:

“Write-in campaigns rarely 
succeed, and that is also why I 
ask that you join me in support-
ing Bob Smither as the only can-
didate who can defeat the liberal 
Nick Lampson.” 

Connecticut Libertarian Party 
congressional candidate Phil 
Maymin to Tucker Carlson on 
MSNBC:

“Think about your children. 
Do you want your children to 
be welfare queens? Do you want 
them to be receiving handouts 
and being dependent on govern-
ment?  Or do you think your chil-
dren are the kinds of people who 
can follow that American dream, 
can do what they want to do with-
out having to file paperwork and 
ask for permission from Bush or 
Clinton or whoever is the Bush Jr. 
or Clinton Jr. at the time.”

Libertarian Party Executive 
Director Shane Cory in a C-Net 
interview which stated that LP 
candidates maintain higher web-
site standards than those of the 
other political parties:

“I’ll be the first to admit that 
we do have a lot of geeks in the 
party, and I’m one of them. We 
take a look at the issues before us 
and try to find solutions to them, 
just like you’d troubleshoot a 
PHP script or HTML.” 

Colorado LP gubernatoral 
candidate Dawn Winkler on a 
local NBC television station:

“As a married woman, I hold 
the institution of marriage sacred. 
However, sacred institutions 
are no excuse for policies of 
discrimination and intolerance. 
Positions that hold marriage 
exclusive to a man and a woman 
are in denial of the vast diversity 
of society, the very thing that 
allowed this nation to become 
prosperous. Consequently, just 
as religion has no business to 
interfere with governmental 
policy, governmental policy has 
no right to interfere with personal 
choices, especially on something 
as intimate as marriage between 
two consenting adults.”

Libertarian Party Communica-
tions Director Stephen Gordon 
on a C-SPAN televised panel 
about public financing of political 
campaigns: 

“I don’t want the government 
to control how much money my 
campaign can take in or my po-
litical party can take in.  Here’s 

the reason why.  When we give 
government the opportunity to 
control other things in the elec-
toral system, what do they do? 
They mess it up!  This is their 
pattern.  So we want to trust the 
same government that gives us 
restrictive ballot laws with our 
purse strings?”

Alabama’s Loretta Nall had 
made the following comment 
about public education.  Nall 
used her gubernatoral campaign 
as a springboard to run for U.S. 
Congress in 2008.

“I want you to look at the 
problem from the angle of maybe 
the system is failing and not the 
kids. Our society has changed 
and the public education system 
has not been able to adapt. It’s 
too big, too controlled by some 
Washington D.C. yahoo who 
doesn’t know anything about 
what teachers and kids… are like 
or what they might need to make 
sure the kids are receiving the 
best education possible.”

Indiana Libertarian Party con-
gressional candidate Eric Shans-
berg when asked about healthcare 
reform during a televised debate:

“The problem with insurance, 
ironically, is that we have too 
much of it.  It turns out, if you 
think about insurance, it’s usu-
ally for catastrophic, rare events.  
Auto insurance, fire insurance, 
your house burns down, you have 
an accident.  That’s when insur-
ance kicks in. 

“Health insurance is not really 
insurance, to an economist.  It 

Notable quotes from the 2007 campaign trail
covers everything from allergy 
shots to cancer. Imagine auto 
insurance like that. Every door 
ding, every oil change, would be 
covered at 80 to 95 percent. 

“And what would happen to 
the cost of an oil change?  What 
would happen to the cost of a door 
ding?  What would happen to the 
paperwork generated by auto in-
surance companies?  What would 
happen if your auto insurance 
came with your job and you were 
between jobs?  You’d still have 
to worry about portability and 
pre-existing auto conditions. All 
of these problems happen from 
insurance covering too much.”

Libertarian National Commit-
tee Chairman William Redpath 
when a caller suggested that Lib-
ertarians should support Demo-
crats on C-SPAN’s Washington 
Journal:

“Libertarians are going to be 
working for the election of Lib-
ertarians.” 

Libertarian Party gubernatorial 
candidate Garrett Michael Hayes 
in his final televised debate of 
2006 election season:

“It’s even gotten to the point 
where there are now rumors out 
there that I’ve made some secret 
backroom deal to back one of my 
opponents in the future, and that’s 
simply not true. But when they 
get to the point where they have 
to start making up stories about 
me, somebody’s desperate and 
you bloody better well know that 
when they’re shooting at you, 
you’re doing something right.”
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chairman’s cornEr

Election results, IRV and ballot access
by William Redpath

iF one desiRes to know if 
a party improved its per-
formance compared to an 

election two years previous, U.S. 
House results are the best offices 
to examine. This is because they 
are up every two years, nation-
wide.

Libertarians contested 73 par-
ticular U.S. House seats in both 
2004 and 2006, and the competi-
tive conditions for each of those 
73 seats was the same. That is, in 
all 73 instances, there were the 
same number of major party can-
didates in the race both times (i.e., 
either both times there was both 
a Democrat and a Republican in 
the race, or else both times only 

A closer look at congressional race results for minor parties
by Richard Winger

the 2006 elections are 
now behind us, and I 
want to thank every-

one who had anything 
whatsoever to do with 
the Libertarian Party 
campaigns across the 
nation (particularly, of 
course, the candidates 
and their campaign 
managers).  While 
there were the usual 
election night disap-
pointments, there were 
many bright spots for 
the LP. 

One thing is for sure: the 
Libertarian Party again distin-
guished itself as the most vibrant 
and deep (in terms of number of 
candidates, variety of offices for 
which they ran, and the number 
of votes they earned) third party 
in the United States. 

Never forget that.  It is very 
important.  We are the most suc-
cessful third party in the United 
States, and that is no mean feat.  
Indeed, we should be proud of 
that.  Thank you for helping to 
make that happen. 

As many of you know, I have 
long written and spoken of the 
importance of electoral reform 
to the future success of the Lib-
ertarian Party.  On Election Day 
2006, there were four electoral 
reform initiatives on the ballot 
in the U.S.  They were initiatives 
for Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) 
in elections in Minneapolis, Oak-
land and Pierce County, Wash-
ington (County Seat: Tacoma), 

and a form of proportional rep-
resentation called Single Trans-
ferable Vote (STV, sometimes 

called “Choice 
Voting”) for the 
City Council in 
Davis, California.  
All four initiatives 
passed, and that is 
good news for the 
LP.  Reforms such 
as these will make 
elections more 
inclusive for the 
participation and 
coverage of third 

party candidates and Indepen-
dents, and STV would make such 
candidates much more electable. 

It’s now time to look toward 
future elections, and I am pleased 
that the Libertarian National 
Committee voted in November 
2006 to make ballot access a core 
function of the National Party 
again.  General LNC funds will 
be available for ballot access, 
with the approval of specific bal-
lot access drive commitments by 
a majority of the Executive Com-
mittee.  Thanks to the hard work 
of Scott Kohlhaas and a number 
of petitioners, the LP petition 
drive was recently completed in 
North Dakota and petition drives 
are ongoing in Nebraska and 
Maryland.  These three drives 
will likely be successfully con-
cluded with no ballot access 
expenditures from the National 
Party, which I certainly encour-
age. 

However, big petition drives 

lie ahead in 2007, and the total 
need for National Party funds to 
successfully complete them may 
reach $250,000.  Probably the 
toughest of those petition drives 
is in North Carolina.  But, it is 
possible that this may be our last 
petition drive ever in NC.  While 
the legislature did not reduce the 
number of signatures required to 
get on the ballot, it did reduce 
the vote percentage required for 
President or Governor to stay on 
the ballot from 10 percent to 2 
percent. 

The LP will probably be the 
only third party on the ballot 
in NC in 2008.  And, Michael 
Munger, Chairman of the Politi-
cal Science Department at Duke 
University, is seeking the LPNC 
nomination for Governor.  I 
met him at dinner after Harry 
Browne’s memorial service this 
past August, and I was very im-
pressed with him.  His campaign 
has already been covered by The 
Charlotte Observer.  He will 
have a lot of appeal to women; I 
have been told that may of them 
request the opportunity to touch 
his hair.  But, there is obviously 
a lot of substance to this man.  I 
think there is a very good chance 
that he will earn the 2 percent to 
give the LPNC ballot status for 
the next four years in NC—and 
get the ball rolling for the LP 
in the Tar Heel state so that we 
will never have to petition there 
again. 

But, as stated two paragraphs 
ago, that will take money.  Please 

make your most generous con-
tribution to the LP, so that we 
can get the North Carolina peti-
tion drive funded and completed 
ASAP in 2007.  Becoming a 
monthly recurring donor (as I 
am at $83.34 per 
month, but please 
don’t consider that 
a ceiling) to the 
LNC might be the 
best way to do that.  
Please give Louise 
a call at (202) 333-
0008 EXT 235, 
or send an e-mail 
to pledge@lp.org 
for a call back to 
set you up as a 
monthly recurring 
donor today.  I will 
be forever grateful 
if you do. 

And, speaking of 
which, with the last 
name “Redpath,” 
the most common 
question asked 
during the course of my life has 
been, “Are you an Indian?”  No, 
Redpath is a Scottish name, and 
when it comes to saving a buck, 
my blood runs plaid, if you get 
my drift.  And, no, you won’t be 
seeing my drumsticks anytime 
soon in a snappy looking kilt.  
However, should you be kind and 
generous enough to be a monthly 
recurring donor, I would like to 
ask the following favor. 

I recently switched my month-
ly recurring gift from being billed 
to my credit card to an Electronic 

Funds Transfer (EFT) from my 
checking account.  Why?  Be-
cause I learned that the transac-
tion cost to the LNC is much less 
with the EFT.  If everyone who 
gave a monthly recurring dona-

tion switched it from a credit card 
donation to an EFT, it would save 
the LNC almost $7,000 per year 
in transaction costs.  Hey, every 
little bit of money helps, and if 
you could do this, please give 
Robert Kraus at the LP National 
Office a call at 202-333-0008, 
or e-mail him at Robert.Kraus@
lp.org with your telephone num-
ber, and he’ll set you up right 
away with an EFT.  Thank you 
very much.

 

William Redpath
Chairman

“It’s now time to 
look toward future 
elections, and I am 
pleased that the 
Libertarian National 
Committee voted in 
November 2006 to 
make ballot access 
a core function of 
the National Party 
again.”

ElEctions 2006

one major party ran anyone).
In these 73 elections in which 

the conditions were roughly the 
same in both 2004 and 2006, Lib-
ertarian percentages increased in 
42 districts and decreased in 31 
districts.

The Constitution Party con-
tested 12 such U.S. House elec-
tions in both 2004 and 2006. 
Constitution percentages were up 
in 8 of those districts and down in 
4 districts.

The Green Party contested 11 
such districts in both 2004 and 
2006. Green percentages were up 
in 4 and down in 7.

Perhaps the fairest way to mea-
sure a minor party’s showing in 

U.S. House races, across the na-
tion, is to calculate the median 
percentage for that party’s nomi-
nees.

In the 2006 election, the me-
dian percentage for Libertarian 
candidates for U.S. House was 
2.04 percent, when all the races 
with only a single major party 
nominee have been eliminated. 
That contrasts with the same fig-
ure for the Libertarian Party in 
2004 of 1.66 percent.

Also in the 2006 election, the 
median percentage for Green 
candidates for U.S. House was 
1.41 percent, when all the races 
with only a single major party 
nominee have been eliminated. 

That contrasts with the Green 
2004 figure of 2.41 percent.

Also in 2006, the median per-
centage for Constitution candi-
dates for U.S. House was 1.43 
percent, when all the races with 
only a single major party nomi-
nee are set aside. That contrasts 
with the Constitution 2004 figure 
of .90 percent.

And, in 2006, the median for 
Reform Party nominees was 2.25 
percent.

“Median” means, when any 
particular party’s candidates are 
listed in order of what percentage 
of the vote they got, the median 
is the percentage in the middle 
of the list (or, if there is an even 

number of candidates listed, the 
median is the halfway point be-
tween the two candidates closed 
to the midpoint).

The number of races in 2006 
that each party ran for US House 
(excluding the races with only 
one major party nominee) were: 
Libertarian 102, Green 40, Con-
stitution 26, Reform 5.

This article was extracted from 
two blog entries written by Bal-
lot Access News editor Richard 
Winger.  Additional information 
about Ballot Access News may be 
found at www.ballot-access.org.

 ■ William Redpath
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ALABAMA: 
Arrests threatened at 
public forum

libeRtaRian paRty oF 
alabama members, 
Dick Clark for State 

House campaign volunteers and 
the Auburn University Libertar-
ians attended the AU College Re-
publican-sponsored “Non-Parti-
san Voter Registration Concert” 
in front of Auburn University’s 
Cater Hall in October. After set-
ting up a table in a back corner, 
the LP members were approached 
by several individuals wearing 
AU College Republican name 
badges.  The College Republi-
cans informed the Libertarians 
that they were not permitted to 
set up a table or erect yard signs 
at the event, although a signifi-
cant amount of Republican signs 
were present at the event.

State LP Chair Clark, AU Lib-
ertarians President Grace Toles 
and others protested, argued that 
the event had been promoted 
through the Student Government 
Association as “non-partisan.” 
The SGA announcement, a Face-
book.com event listing and the 
AU College Republican website 
described the event as a non-par-
tisan one, although that wording 
on the Facebook website was 
modified following the alterca-
tion, according to local Libertar-
ians.

Eventually, the College Re-
publicans agreed to allow the 
Libertarian table to remain 
where they had initially located 
it. Minutes later, when several 
uniformed Auburn police offi-
cers approached and demanded 
that the Libertarians leave, Clark 
asked what was wrong with the 
Libertarians campaigning at a 
supposedly open-to-all event.

One officer responded, “[The 
Republicans] have a permit.”

When Clark explained that the 
permit was issued for a non-par-
tisan event, he asked the officer 
if the Republican signs would be 
permitted even though the permit 
at issue clearly signified that the 
event was non-partisan.  The offi-
cer then admitted that he had not 
personally seen the permit that 
he previously cited.  He subse-
quently told Clark, “If you don’t 
leave you are going to be arrested 
for trespassing.”

Clark then inquired as to the 
boundaries of the “No Free 
Speech Zone” the police were 
enforcing.   Following police in-
structions, the Libertarian group 
relocated their signs and table.  
Two Auburn Plainsman reporters 

interviewed many of the Liber-
tarian supporters present.

Thinking the excitement to 
be over, the Libertarian group 
distributed policy and campaign 
material to interested passers-by 
until a group of College Repub-
licans approached the relocated 
table and began to verbally abuse 
the Libertarians.

“Libertarians calmly answered 
the heated objections raised by 
the Republicans,” according to 
Clark.  One of the College Re-
publicans reportedly grabbed 
Clark’s shoulder, who responded, 
“I’ll shake your hand, but don’t 
put your hands on me, please.”

The police again became in-
volved and one officer suggested 
that the Libertarians report any 
additional altercations to them.  
There were no additional disrup-
tions reported at the event.

 

ALASKA: 
Libertarians turn in pe-
titions to repeal local 
smoking ban

alaska libeRtaRians are 
working to repeal a smok-

ing ban in Anchorage.  Local 
television station KTVA report-
ed: “They needed a little more 
than 7,000 signatures. On Mon-
day they will be turning in more 
than 12,000 signatures in hopes 
of taking the smoking ban to the 
people this spring.  According 
to Libertarian Party members, 
it isn’t about smoking and not 
smoking, it is about the rights of 
the people.

“‘It is not a smoking issue, 
it never has been. To us it is a 
property rights issue. It is about 
business owners’ rights issue. All 
about people’s choice to live and 
operate how they want to,’ said 
Zach Keeton of the Libertarian 
Party.’” 

Apparently, they turned in 
more than enough signatures, too.  
Again, from KTVA: “The peti-
tions call for a referendum that 
asks voters whether the second-
hand smoke ordinance should be 
repealed. Leaders of Stomp the 
Ban, a group formed by Alaska 
Libertarian Party officials, col-
lected the signatures.

“The city clerk still has to 
check the signers against regis-
tered-voter lists. Smoking has 
been against the law since 2001, 
in most of Anchorage’s public 
buildings, such as restaurants, of-
fices and government buildings.” 

Hopefully all the hard work 
in Alaska will pay off and busi-
ness owners will once again be 
allowed to make their own de-
cisions about what happens on 
their property.

GEORGIA: 
Libertarians celebrate 
election results

the 2006 candidates of 
the Libertarian Party 
of Georgia had a tre-

mendous night on Election Day, 
according to party officials. They 
broke several previous records 
and are poised for continued 
growth. Jason Pye, Chairman of 
the Libertarian Party of Georgia, 
said: “More Georgians than ever 
before cast their votes for Liber-
tarian candidates in 2006, repre-
senting a growing percentage of 
Georgians who want an account-
able government that stands for 
smaller government, less taxes 
and more freedom.”

Garrett Michael Hayes received 
over 77,000 votes for Governor 
-- more votes than any Georgia 
Libertarian gubernatorial candi-
date has ever received.

Allen Buckley received 20,000 
more votes in his race for Lt. 
Governor than did the 2002 Lib-
ertarian candidate for Lt. Gover-
nor.

Kevin Madsen received over 
81,000 votes for Secretary of 
State -- the most votes any Geor-
gia Libertarian running for Sec-
retary of State has ever received.

David Chastain received over 
103,000 votes in his race for 
State School Superintendent. 
That’s over 5% of the vote -- al-
most double our 2002 vote total 
in the State School Superinten-
dent race.

Paul MacGregor pulled 4.87% 
of the vote in Public Service 
Commission District 3 which 
forced the race into a run off be-
tween the Democrat and Repub-
lican.

INDIANA: 
Lose one, win two, gain 
a few

libeRtaRian candidates 
magically reappeared 
on the ballot after a tar-

geted law kicked them off.
Libertarian Statehouse candi-

dates Tom Mulcahy, Steve Kelt-
ner, and Joell Palmer appeared on 
today’s ballots, surprising Liber-
tarians just as much on Election 
Day as on the day they were un-
justly kicked off the ballot.

“This outrageous political ploy 
demonstrates how low the Old 
Parties will slink,” said Mark W. 
Rutherford, chairman of the Lib-
ertarian Party of Indiana. “They 
would scream about unfairness if 
this happened to their candidates, 
but they have no problem doing 
the same thing to Libertarians 
and others who challenge their 
political fiefdoms.”

While Rex Bell may have lost 
his race for Indiana State House 
District 54, his campaign led to 
the victories of two other Liber-
tarians in the area. 

“The support has been fantastic 
-- and resulted in two Libertarians 
being elected in Rex’s district to 
Township Advisory boards -- and 
a very nearly a third one,” wrote 
Libertarian Party of Indiana 
Chairman Mark Ruthford.

Rex Bell provided this cam-
paign e-mail: “Conley Tillson in 
Greensfork and Steve Coffman 
in Millville won their township 
races, and Juli Stout missed a win 
by just 17 votes. And it’s going 
to be easier the next time around 
because Mike Kole kept us on 
the ballot with his showing in the 
Secretary of State race.”

 ■ Conley Tillson

LOUISIANA: 
Libertarians celebrate 
election results

RappeR lil’ nuke wrote 
and recorded a song 
for the T. Lee Horne’s 

gubernatorial campaign in Loui-
siana.  The campaign put the 
song to pictures of Horne on the 
campaign trail, which they’ve 
displayed on the Internet at You-
Tube.com.   The opening lyrics 
provide:

Look, we ought to stand up to 
try to make the state better

Come on y’all, we really need 
to stick together

We tried Republican; we tried 
Democrats

The same thing that always 
happened, y’all know that

New Orleans should have been 
fixed

It’s been a about year since 
New Orleans got hit

We need to sit down and we 
need to think for a sec

Mr. Lee Horne could win Lou-
isiana’s best

Here is the chorus:

We need to make a stand and 
vote Libertarian

Make a stand and vote Liber-

tarian
This is the thing that we need 

to be on
So make a stand and you’ll like 

to vote for Mr. Lee Horne         

The entire video can be viewed 
at the Libertarian Party blog at 
www.lp.org/yourturn.

MISSOURI: 
Election results from the 
Show Me state

in the GeneRal election on 
November 7, Libertarian 
candidates in Missouri put 

out a great effort and achieved 
solid results.

The Missouri LP’s two state-
wide candidates - Charles Baum 
for State Auditor and Frank 
Gilmour for U.S. Senate - both 
surpassed the two percent base 
for maintaining the “established 
party” status of the Missouri 
Libertarian Party through the 
elections of 2010. Charles Baum 
earned 2.8 percent of the vote, 
the highest statewide percentage 
in over a decade. In the tightly 
contested race for U.S. Sen-
ate, where the two major party 
candidates spent over $30 mil-
lion combined, Frank Gilmour 
brought in 2.2 percent running 
on a shoestring budget but with 
a lot of personal enthusiasm and 
support from all around the Mis-
souri LP.

Their candidates for U.S. 
House also received solid sup-
port. Five of our nine candidates 
exceeded the two-percent thresh-
old, and all of the others were 
close. With the help of vigorous 
campaigning and a solid sup-
port network, Randy Langkraehr 
earned 3.5 percent of the vote in 
the 5th district. Similarly, Kevin 
Craig received 3.1 percent in the 
7th district.

In races for the Missouri State 
House, many of our candidates 
did exceptionally well. Several 
candidates in three-way races 
exceeded 4 percent of the vote. 
In some of the two-way races 
around the state, Libertarian 
candidates exceeded 10 percent 
(including two races in the City 
of St. Louis). In District 119, Ben 
Casebolt garnered more than 25 
percent!

The Missouri LP wishes to-
thank all of their candidates for 
their efforts, and all of the voters 
out there who showed their sup-
port. These election results show 
that voters are becoming increas-
ingly dissatisfied with the two 
major parties and are seeing Lib-
ertarians as an alternative. Liber-
tarians can build on this support 
in future elections.
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NEW JERSEY: 
Political alliance to
challenge state election 
laws

When it comes to 
public policy, New 
Jersey’s three al-

ternative political parties don’t 
agree on much. But the politi-
cal rivals--the Green Party, the 
Conservative Party and the Lib-
ertarian Party--have put aside 
their differences to take aim at a 
problem they share in common: 
New Jersey’s discriminatory and 
unconstitutional election laws.

According to a lawsuit served 
on Monday, October 30, 2006 
by New Jersey Appleseed Public 
Interest Law Center and Emery 
Celli Brinkerhoff & Abady LLC, 
counsel for the three parties, NJ’s 
statutory scheme places a huge 
hurdle--the most restrictive of 
all 50 states--on political parties 
seeking official state recogni-
tion. That recognition is what 
exempts the dominant Democrat 
and Republican parties from fur-
ther restrictions involving access 
to voter registration, campaign 
financing and access to legisla-
tors. 

“NJ election law is patently 
discriminatory against our cli-
ents,” said Renee Steinhagen, 
Executive Director of New Jer-
sey Appleseed, “so much so, that 
we believe it is unconstitutional 
under both the Federal and New 
Jersey constitutions.”

New Jersey’s narrow definition 
goes back to 1920 and New Jer-
sey law defines a “political party” 
as a party that attains 10 percent 
of the total vote cast in the State 
Assembly races. Effectively, 
only the Democrats and Repub-
licans have been able to meet this 
criterion since they themselves 
established it in 1920. 

“No other state in the Union 
has such a restrictive definition 
of ‘political party,’” said Richard 
Winger, editor of Ballot Access 
News and a nationally recognized 
expert on federal and state elec-
tion laws. “Some states provide 
for qualification of political par-
ties by registration totals or pe-
titioning,” he added. “Of those 
that use a percentage of the vote, 
the majority use 5 percent or less. 
Of the few that use more than 5 
percent, all but New Jersey use a 
statewide race, such as the races 
for Governor or President.”

“This effort seeks judicial relief 
to overcome barriers created by 
two parties sustaining their mo-
nopoly begun in 1920 via the NJ 

Legislature under their control,” 
said George DeCarlo, Chair of 
the Green Party. “We recognize 
that the US in good faith signed 
and pledged to support the Co-
penhagen Declaration of the 
Helsinki Accords that ‘political 
parties ... (are to be) provided ... 
the necessary legal guarantees 
to enable them to compete with 
each other on a basis of equal 
treatment before the law and by 
the authorities.’”

“Our clients are political par-
ties under the common law,” 
said Eric Hecker, co-counsel 
with Emery Celli Brinkerhoff & 
Abady LLC. “Each of our clients 
has an organizational structure 
that includes many members; 
each has a body of political prin-
ciples which they use to advocate 
for changes to public policy; and 
each has an established history of 
political activism, that includes 
running candidates and influenc-
ing regulation and legislation.” 
He noted, “By any reasonable 
standard, the Libertarians, Con-
servatives and Greens are politi-
cal parties, yet New Jersey sees 
no difference between them and 
political action committees.”

“We’re not looking for special 
treatment,” said Ken Chazotte, 
State Chair of the Libertarian 
Party, “we want to level the play-
ing field by ending ‘affirmative 
action’ for Democrats and Re-
publicans.” He added, “the fact 
that the two old parties have 
withdrawn as intermediaries in 
this lawsuit means that even the 
Goliaths recognize that their stat-
utory advantages over us Davids 
are indefensible.”

The State of New Jersey was 
forced to create a party affiliation 
declaration form that included a 
number of alternative political 
parties after it lost a 2001 lawsuit 
that challenged state law restrict-
ing registration of party affiliation 
to Democrats and Republicans. 
Because it did not participate in 
the 2001 lawsuit, the Conserva-
tive Party was not added to the 
list. Now, it wants to remedy that. 
Arguably, the Conservative Party 
is more qualified to be on the af-
filiation form than the Natural 
Law Party and Reform Party, 
which participated in the lawsuit 
but have since folded their tents.

“Just because the New Jersey 
Conservative Party didn’t par-
ticipate in the previous lawsuit 
that won the right for alternative 
parties to register their members 
is no reason to prohibit our mem-
bers from registering their affilia-
tion with us,” said Steve Spinoza, 
NJCP Secretary. “We are every 
bit as qualified as the other par-
ties to be included on the affilia-

tion form used by every County 
Clerk.”

The lawsuit filed on behalf of 
the alternative political parties 
seeks several avenues of relief:

1) To declare the state’s defini-
tion of political parties unconsti-
tutional for purposes of campaign 
finance and lobbying; 

2) To strike down restrictions 
on ballot petitioning by out-of-
district petitioners; and

3) To require the inclusion of 
the Conservative Party on the 
State’s voter declaration forms, 
and to require a unified set of 
rules for updating the forms as 
alternative parties qualify or fail 
to qualify for inclusion.

The State Attorney General is 
expected to defend the current 
statute as written.

NORTH CAROLINA:
Most voters had no 
choices in state races

most noRth caRo-
lina voteRs went to 
the polls this year 

thinking that they will have an 
opportunity to choose who will 
represent them in the North 
Carolina state legislature. But in 
over half of the North Carolina 
House districts (53 percent) and 
almost half of the North Carolina 
Senate districts (44 percent) the 
voters were robbed of the ability 
to choose. In these districts, the 
ballot will contain only one can-
didate. The North Carolina Board 
of Elections will throw away 
any attempt by voters to cast a 
write-in vote against one of these 
privileged candidates. So voters 
will have absolutely no choice on 
their ballots for these offices. 

Half of the North Carolina leg-
islature is chosen before the vot-
ers even see their ballots. Who 
can decide to destroy our citizens 

power to choose in this way? 
It may come as no surprise to 
Libertarians that the laws which 
prevent most voters from voting 
to unseat members of the North 
Carolina legislature were passed 
by --- the North Carolina legisla-
ture itself. As recently as the 2006 
session, the legislature voted to 
retain the current ballot access 
law, even to make it slightly more 
burdensome, accepting the argu-
ment that loosening the require-
ments would lead to a “crowded” 
ballot. It should be no further sur-
prise to Libertarians that almost 
all the pre-selected members of 
the legislature are incumbents. 

Libertarians have been living 
with this up-hill, no-newcomers-
welcome system of ballot access 
for years (since the early 1980’s). 
While North Carolina Libertar-
ians may be disgusted by this 
process, they are not surprised. 
However, most voters have not 
been trying to get a “new” party 
(or even a truly new party) on the 
ballot, and will be completely 
unaware of how little choice 
North Carolina citizens are given 
in choosing who sets the rules 
which are supposed to give citi-
zens some choice. As individuals, 
the disenfranchised voters may 
be disappointed that they have no 
alternatives for particular races, 
but will tend to believe that their 
case is an odd one. 

Most citizens of North Caro-
lina do not realize that over half 
the ballots in the recent election 
contained no choices for rep-
resentation in either the State 
House or the State Senate. One 
might think that this story would 
be interesting enough to warrant 
some coverage by the media, 
but that doesn’t happen to any 
significant degree. Those of us 
who want the story told will need 
to find ways to spread the story 
through other channels, if only 
by word of mouth. 

For the 2004 election, one 
of the North Carolina LP mem-
bers, Seth Anthony, prepared a 
map which showed the districts 
where voters had no choices for 
the North Carolina legislature. A 
copy of this map was put into the 
booths at the State Fair and Dixie 
Classic Fair this year.

State chairman Phil Jacobson 
found it very useful in educating 
people who stopped by. Petition 
signatures were easier to get 
when people realized how little 
choice was being offered. But the 
map was small and out of date. 
Inspired by Anthony, and with 
great assistance from another 
citizen who prefers not to be 
named, he prepared two versions 
of Anthony’s map for unopposed 

races in the State House and State 
Senate. These maps will be suit-
able for printing on a letter-sized 
sheet of paper. 

Over half of the candidates for 
the North Carolina legislature, 
most of them incumbents, had no 
opponent on this year’s ballot. Yet 
as recently as this summer they 
voted to keep the current burdens 
on “new” parties in place, argu-
ing that the ballot should not be-
come “crowded.”

NEVADA:
Rumors of our demise...

despite media RepoRts 
to the contrary, the 
Nevada Libertarian 

Party did not lose ballot status as 
a result of the 2006 elections. 

Tom Koziel, candidate for 
Washoe County Assessor, pulled 
in 5,852 votes.  According to 
Richard Winger of Ballot Ac-
cess News, “The law required 
any nominee to poll votes equal 
to 1% of the total statewide con-
gressional vote, which this year 
equalled 5,746.”

TEXAS:
Libertarians make record
electoral gains

the libeRtaRian paRty 
oF texas showed major 
improvement in the 

2006 general election, relative 
to its performance in previous 
years.

The party had 168 candidates 
on the ballot, its highest count 
ever.

By getting more than 5 percent 
in at least one statewide race, 
the Libertarian Party of Texas is 
automatically qualified for ballot 
access in 2008.

Overall trends indicate the fol-
lowing:

In 2002, Libertarian candi-
dates in a three-way race for U.S. 
House received an average of 
1.6 percent of the vote. In 2004, 
they received an average of 1.7 
percent. In 2006, they received 
an average of 2.6 percent. (Note, 
“three-way” means a Libertarian 
running against a Republican and 
a Democrat, with no other candi-
dates in the race.)

In 2002, Libertarian candidates 
in a two-way race for U.S. House 
received an average of 8.8 per-
cent of the vote. In 2004, they re-
ceived an average of 6.9 percent. 
In 2006, they received an average 
of 17.0 percent.

In 2002, Libertarian candidates 
in a three-way race for Texas 
House received an average of 2.4 
percent of the vote. In 2004, they 
received an average of 2.7 per-
cent. In 2006, they received an 
average of 3.6 percent.

In 2002, Libertarian candi-
dates in a two-way race for Texas 
House received an average of 
10.3 percent of the vote. In 2004, 
they received an average of 9.7 
percent. In 2006, they received 
an average of 16.0 percent.

Libertarian Party of Texas Ex-
ecutive Director Wes Benedict 
said, “The results show that vot-
ers are no longer afraid to vote 
Libertarian. More and more vot-

See TEXAS Page 7
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 ■ LPTX Executive Director Wes 
Benedict

ers know who we are and what 
we stand for.”

In this 2006 election, 22 Lib-
ertarian candidates for federal 
and state offices received over 20 
percent of the vote. The last time 
Libertarian candidates for federal 
or state offices earned more than 
20 percent of the vote was in 
1992: two Libertarians broke the 
threshold that year.

The election totals from in-
dividual races were interest-
ing. Benedict said, “We’re very 
pleased with Bob Smither’s re-
sults in District 22. Bob broke 
the Texas Libertarian record for a 
Congressional candidate running 
against a well-funded Democrat 
and Republican.”

Preliminary results showed 
Smither with 6.1 percent of the 
vote. 

U.S. Senate candidate Scott 
Jameson received 2.3 percent, 
the highest received by a Texas 
Libertarian for U.S. Senate since 
1990.

Libertarians showed strength 
in local races, too. Travis County 
Justice of the Peace candidate 
Matt Finkel earned 34.5 percent 
of the vote against a Republican 
incumbent. In Brazos County, 
Linda Wilbert earned 18.5 per-
cent in a three-way Justice of the 
Peace race. (These percentages 
are based on unofficial county 
results.)

Texas candidates played king-
maker in several races, too.

It is very unusual in Texas elec-
tions for a federal or state candi-
date to win without a majority of 
the vote. However, apart from the 
race for Governor, several legis-
lative races with Libertarians had 
winners who failed to obtain a 
majority. They included Texas 
House Districts 17, 32, 85, 93, 
106, and 118.

In District 17, the Democrat 
led the Republican by 417 votes, 
while Libertarian Rod Gibbs re-
ceived 1,281 votes.

In District 32, the Democrat 
led the Republican by 602 votes, 
while Libertarian Lenard Nelson 
received 2,026 votes.

In District 85, the Democrat 
led the Republican by 193 votes, 
while Libertarian David K. 
Schumacher received 798 votes.

In District 93, the Democrat 
led the Republican by 473 votes, 
while Libertarian Max W. Koch 
III received 755 votes.

In District 106, the Republican 
led the Democrat by 231 votes, 
while Libertarian Gene Freeman 
received 591 votes.

In District 118, the Demo-
crat led the Republican by 904 
votes, while Libertarian James L. 
Thompson received 1,699 votes.

“I’m pleased to see that we 
acted as kingmaker in several 
of these races,” said Libertar-
ian Party of Texas Chair Patrick 
Dixon.

In 2004, Libertarian candidate 
Greg Knowles was credited with 
ousting incumbent Jack Stick 
from his District 50 seat. Stick 
lost by 569 votes, while Knowles 
received 2,390 votes.

Some other statistics are wor-
thy of noting. On average, Lib-
ertarians running in two-way 
races for statewide judicial races 
received 24.1 percent of the vote. 
In 2000, their average was 16.7 
percent. (In 2002, there were 
no two-way statewide judicial 
races.) In 2004, their average was 
15.1 percent.

In statewide races with both a 
Republican and a Democrat, the 
best Libertarian performers were 
Lieutenant Governor candidate 
Judy Baker, with 4.4 percent, 
and Railroad Commissioner can-
didate Tabitha Serrano, with 4.2 
percent.

In Congressional races, the 
highest Libertarian result was 
21.3 percent for Gordon R. 
Strickland, running in District 
16.

For State Board of Education, 
the highest Libertarian result was 
29.6 percent for Martin Thomen, 
running in District 10.

For State Senate, the highest 
Libertarian result was 22.2 per-
cent for Phil Kurtz, running in 
District 17.

For State House, the highest 
Libertarian result was 24.0 per-
cent for Kris Overstreet, running 
in District 18.

The highest Libertarian vote 
count was for Jerry Adkins (run-
ning for Supreme Court, Place 
4), who received 830,331 votes 
(24.5 percent).

Continued from Page 6
TEXAS

WISCONSIN:
State convention planned

the libeRtaRian paRty oF 
Wisconsin 2007 State 
Convention will be 

held at Ed Thompson’s Tee Pee 
Supper Club on Saturday, April 
21, in Tomah.  Ed Thompson is 
the former Libertarian candidate 
for governor in Wisconsin and 
the brother of former Wisconsin 
Governor and federal Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Tommy Thompson.

The convention will open at 
8 am for registration and will 
run until approximately 3 pm.  
The convention will consist of 
a business meeting and about 
three speakers.   LPWI member 
George Meyers, founder of a new 
think tank in the Racine/Kenosha 
area, the Belleporte Institute, will 
be one of the speakers.  Liber-
tarian Party Communications 
Director Stephen Gordon is also 
tentatively scheduled to speak 
about the direction and future of 
the Libertarian Party.

For additional information, 
please contact Convention Or-
ganizer Julie Fox at (262)697-
1874.

WYOMING:
Slap happy Libertarians

the Casper star tribune 
reported that Rep. Bar-
bara Cubin approached 

Libertarian congressional candi-
date Thomas Rankin following a 
debate and said, “If you weren’t 
sitting in that chair, I’d slap you 
across the face.” 

Cubin was apparently upset 
about allegations that Rankin 
made about the amount of money 
she has taken from indicted for-
mer Representative Tom DeLay 
and incarcerated lobbyist Jack 
Abramoff.   While it may not be 
clear how much money she took 
from whom, she was apparently 
upset enough to threaten the elec-
tric wheelchair bound Libertarian 
candidate who is disabled with 
multiple sclerosis.

Meanwhile, other Libertar-
ian campaigns in Wyoming were 
working hard to ensure that the 
Libertarian Party earned major 
party status in the state. 

“Dennis Brossman of Lander, 
the Libertarian candidate for 
secretary of state, collected 
enough votes to make the party 
a major party once again,” The 
Jackson Hole Star Tribune re-
ported. “Brossman tallied about 
18 percent of the vote for secre-
tary of state, or 32,526 votes, in 
Tuesday’s general election. This 
more than met the 10 percent 
vote threshold for a major politi-
cal party.”

Congratulations are due to 
Brossman and the entire Wyo-
ming Libertarian Party.

clearer.  Stan Jones, the Montana 
Libertarian candidate for U.S. 
Senate, was credited with 10,324 
votes in a three-way race.  Dem-
ocrat Jon Tester won by 2,565 
votes over the entrenched Repub-
lican incumbent Conrad Burns. 

Unlike Missouri, Montana is a 
decidedly conservative state and 
Jones ran on a more right than 
left leaning platform. 

“Jones is a quirkily conserva-
tive kind of libertarian -- op-
posed to abortion and same-sex 
marriage,” the Washington Post 
reported.  “So it can be argued 
that he took the bulk of his votes 
from the conservative Burns, 
which tipped the election to Tes-
ter, which tipped the Senate to 
the Democrats, which tipped the 
scales of U.S. political history.” 

Nationally syndicated talk radio 
host Michael Medved is less than 
pleased with the election results.  
In what could best be described 
as a written temper tantrum, 
Medved attacked Jones at the 
conservative website, Townhall.
com, writing that “10,324 duped 
voters” wasted their votes for “a 

lazy, sloppy lunatic.” 
Medved went on to suggest 

that it is more difficult for a Re-
publican or a Democrat than a 
third-party candidate to get on 
the general election ballot.  He 
followed this with a call to make 
it more difficult for Libertarians 
to obtain ballot access. 

At the LP blog, one commenter 
rebutted, “Equality, freedom, 
and common sense are valued 
by those 10,000 voters and they 
made it clear they would rather 
support those ideals than vote for 
oppression and economic disas-
ter. Have they seen the national 
debt clock lately?”

As for Jones, he’s not waiting 
for 2008 to continue his work for 
the cause of liberty.  The Wash-
ington Post reports that he and 
some of his friends are planning 
to place “a series of initiatives 
on the state ballot to enforce the 
literal meaning of the U.S. Con-
stitution.”

“We plan to organize the con-
stitution police,” Jones said. “We 
are going to drive the Secretary 
of State crazy.”

LP plays kingmaker role
Continued from Page 1

ernment should stay out, instead 
letting the free market adjust.  If 
the government were to interfere, 
he argued, it may give a positive 
boost in the short run, but in the 
scheme of things it would likely 
hurt the economy as a whole.

The underlying belief of Mil-
ton Friedman’s works is that in-
dividuals are better able to spend 
money than the government.  He 
argued: “Underlying most argu-
ments against the free market is a 
lack of belief in freedom itself.”

In addition to his strong beliefs 
about economic freedoms, he was 
also an advocate of social free-
doms, promoting the legalization 
of drugs and prostitution, and 
supporting an entirely volunteer 
military.  Friedman once said: 
“I’m in favor of legalizing drugs. 
According to my values system, 
if people want to kill themselves, 
they have every right to do so. 
Most of the harm that comes from 
drugs is because they are illegal.”   
He has conveyed his messages in 
a number of books and essays in-
cluding the celebrated Capitalism 
and Freedom written in 1962.

Unlike many economists, Mil-
ton Friedman was much more 
than an idealist.  He was known 
for his work in statistics and his 
ideas and philosophies were al-

ways backed with sophisticated 
research.

In 1976 Milton Friedman won 
the Nobel Prize in Economics for 
his work on consumption analy-
sis.  Friedman received count-
less awards throughout his life 
including the National Medal 
of Science and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, both awarded 
to the economist in 1988.

William Redpath, Chairman of 
the Libertarian National Commit-
tee, stated in reflection, “Milton 
Friedman was more than just a 
great economist, whose scholarly 
work on monetarism helped tame 
this nation’s inflation and bring 
about the prosperity of the past 
quarter century.  Until today, he 
was the greatest living libertar-
ian.  The words that adequately 
convey the loss to libertarianism 
that his passing brings have yet to 
be invented.”

Dr. Milton Friedman was one 
of the greatest classical liberal 
thinkers of all time.  He was a 
brilliant laissez-faire economist 
who believed that social liberties 
where the key to a free and thriv-
ing society.  His leadership and 
contributions to the libertarian 
ideology will be greatly missed, 
but certainly always remem-
bered.   

 

Milton Friedman
Continued from Page 1



PAGE 8 • Libertarian Party News • November-December �006

ceeded the margin of difference 
in at least two US House races 
(Eric Schansberg in Indiana and 
Dan Warren in California), and in 
several down ballot races across 
the country.  

The Texas Libertarian Party 
fielded six candidates for State 
House which resulted in three-
way races where the winner 
took less than 50 percent of the 
vote.  Five of these went to the 
Democrat, which is significant 
considering that the Texas Dem-
ocrats won six seats that had been 
held by Republicans.  Additional 
Texas results are detailed on page 
6.

An even more exciting trend 
to emerge from the 2006 elec-
tions is that we appear to have 
doubled our baseline vote.  The 
average percentage for Libertar-

ian candidates in three-way races 
has moved from about 2 percent 
to 4 percent nationwide.  

Much more remarkable is our 
leap forward in two-way races, 
from about 9 percent to 16 per-
cent, or even more in some 
states.  

In 2004, only a small handful 
of Libertarians got more than 20 
percent in two-way partisan con-
tests. In 2006 it became a com-
mon occurrence.

Some Libertarians won not 
only moral victories but actual 
ones.  The Indiana Libertarian 
slate scored two partisan wins.  
Steve Coffman was elected to 
the Liberty Township Board, and 
Conley Tillson took a seat on the 
Township Board in Clay.

In nonpartisan races, Sara 
Chambers won a hotly contested 

race for Juneau Assembly (Alas-
ka’s equivalent of a city council).  
In California, Norm Westwell 
earned a seat on the Ocean View 
School Board.

Tom Clark, Chair of the Lee 
County Libertarian Party in 
Florida, defeated an incumbent 
to create a Libertarian majority 
in his county’s Soil and Water 
District. 

Clark joins Libertarian in-
cumbents Jack Tanner and Kim 
Hawk, who ran unopposed.

Overall it was a good day 
for Libertarian incumbents, as 
few faced any opposition.  San 
Miguel County in Colorado re-
elected Sheriff Bill Masters and 
Coroner Bob Dempsey.  In North 
Carolina, Bob Ritchie and Jeff 
Goforth in Cabarrus County and 
Robert Rosenthal in Durham 

County all won reelection to their 
Soil and Water Supervisor posts.  
They are joined by newcomer 
Joy Elliott, who won a similar 
job in Wake County, which con-
tains Raleigh.

One heartbreaker was the loss 
of Paul Trujillo for Valencia 
County Commissioner in New 
Mexico.  Trujillo had originally 
been elected as a Republican, but 
switched to the Libertarian Party 
after taking office and ran this 
year as a Libertarian, coming in 
second in a three-way race.

Ballot access was at stake in 
several states.  Candidates in 
Indiana, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Nevada, Texas and Wyoming all 
won enough votes to keep the 
Libertarian Party ballot qualified 
through the next election cycle.  
Unfortunately we did not meet 

the standards to retain ballot ac-
cess in South Dakota.

However, South Dakota, along 
with Kansas and Louisiana, has 
much to be proud of.  All three 
states used a strategy of running 
as many candidates as possible.  
By doing so, they have built a 
team of volunteers who remain 
together after the election to con-
tinue building the party in those 
states, with an eye on contesting 
even more seats in future elec-
tions.

While there were some races 
where the Libertarian candidate 
might have fared better, as one 
looks at trends from 2006, most 
categories of candidates fared 
better than in previous election 
cycles. Congratulations are due 
to all of our hardworking candi-
dates and their dedicated staffs.

noW that the 2006 
elections are history, 
the obvious question 

is “Where do we go from here?”  
Many suggestions have been 

made about how Libertarian 
Party candidates might achieve a 
greater level of electoral success.  
Perhaps this is the time to take a  
hard look at some of the sugges-
tions offered and open dialogue 
about how we might be more 
effective in the polling place in 
2007 and 2008.

 The January 2007 edition of 
LP News will be offering space 
for this discussion to begin.  We 
would like to open up the topic 
by bringing up some of the sug-
gestions we have recieved and 
then allow you to continue the 
discussion.  We will be accepting 
your  contributions in the form of 
letters to the editor on this topic 
and hopefully will be able to pub-
lish many of them. 

In order to ensure that we print 
as many letters as possible, we 
ask that you keep your letter to 
250 words or less.  Submissions 
may be mailed or faxed to us, but 
we would prefer that you e-mail 
your letter to editor@lp.org.

Some of the suggestions we 
have heard are great, some may 
or may not work, some are out of 
our control, some are quite imag-
inative, and some perhaps may be 
the very thing we need to explore 
as a national party in order to im-
prove our results in ballot boxes 

Analysis of 2006 Libertarian Party election results
Continued from Page 1

around the country.
Let’s take a look at some of 

the suggestions we have heard so 
far.

Perhaps the most common 
piece of advice heard at the na-
tional office is that we should 
concentrate more on local races 
and less on higher ticket ones.  
With respect to true election re-
sults, this obviously works.  We  
clearly have more people elected 
at the municipal level than at the 
congressional level.

Many raise the argument that 
not only are local races more 
winnable, elected Libertarians 
are more likely to be elected in 
future elections to higher office 
than those candidates who have 
never held public office.  How-
ever, some of our previously 
elected candidates ran for higher 
office and lost this election cycle.  
One question is whether they ran 
for too high an offfice.

 Some proponents of this 
“ground up” school of thought 
even suggest that we shouldn’t 
run a presidential candidate.  Op-
ponents of this school argue that 
our presidential campaigns are 
great party building activities and 
that local candidates are often 
elected on the bootstraps of the 
higher level candidates.  

Another valid point made by 
many is that some statewide 
races need to be conducted for 
their strategic value, ensuring 
that state Libertarian affiliates 

maintain or acheive ballot status 
for future election cycles.

Many people suggest that we 
should focus our attention on 
only specific higher level offices 
in order to pool our collective fi-
nancial and other resources into 
winnable camapigns.  To be sure, 
programs like Ballot Base and 
Candidate Tracker assist in this 
regard.  While neither program is 
likely to win any single election 
by itself, they are cerainly tools 
which can help in this regard.  
One question is whether the na-
tional party can do more, or cre-
ate additional programs, which 
will assist campaigns around the 
country.  

A few people have complained 
that the Libertarian platform may 
be a problem.  Some argue that 
it is too inclusive, while others 
argue that it is too exclusive.  

The most common complaints 
we hear from candidates are a 
lack of proper funding, a lack of 
media coverage and a lack of an 
organized campaign staff.

With respect to funding, one 
solution is already in the process 
of being offered.  This is a yet 
unnamed new political action 
committee dedicated to ensuring 
that libertarian-minded candi-
dates are elected to public office.  
Of course, PAC contributions to 
campaigns are limited, so the re-
sult of this new committee under 
formation would be limited, as 
well.  

While the Internet has leveled 
the media playing field to some 
degree, most Americans are still 
influenced by mainstreram televi-
sion news, their local newspaper 
and traditional radio and televi-
sion advertising.  To be sure, 
Libertarians were recognized this 
election cycle as being the most 
advanced on the Internet. What 
might Libertarian candidates do 
to obtain a greater level of media 
exposure? 

Campaign organization is an-
other key issue indicated by 2006 
Libertarian candidates.  Many 
candidates had no campaign staff 
and were responsible for all of 
the functions of campaign opera-
tions.  One 2006 congressional 
candidate expressed, “It’s rather 
difficult to be stumping on the 
campaign trail when FEC reports 
are due tomorrow.”

Other candidates had part time 
staffers, but they were unable 
to complete all of the necessary 
roles required of a campaign or-
rganization in a timely manner.   
Many candidates desired staffers 
with a greater level of experience 
in winning actual campaigns.

A lack of local volunteer sup-
port was reported by some cam-
paign staffs and candidates.  Even 
campaigns with relatively large 
budgets for campaign signs had 
trouble finding enough people to 
ensure they were on the ground.  
A campaign sign in someone’s 
trunk or garage does no good on 

Election Day.  Volunteers were 
also reported to be in short supply 
to man polling places on Election 
Day.

Candidate and campaign man-
agement training have been men-
tioned as possible solutions.  The 
Libertarian Leadership School of-
fers much of the desired training, 
however most 2006 staffers and 
candidates hadn’t taken a single 
course.  Is there something which 
can be done to improve the LLS?

Of course, ballot access is an 
additional problem.  At least two 
Libertarian candidates who had 
received a significant level of 
media exposure were unable to 
collect enough signatures to get 
on the ballot for their respective 
2006 races.

There are both a lot of com-
plaints and a lot of suggestions 
out there.  Should we focus on 
lower level or higher level candi-
dates?  How do we provide can-
didates the resources they need 
to win elections?  Are there ad-
ditional resources which can be 
provided?  

With several 2007 campaigns 
already started and many people 
already eyeing 2008, the time to 
begin such strategic discussions 
is now. The Libertarian Party is 
your party and LP News is your 
publication.  We welcome your 
input into this important convera-
tion and ask that you submit your 
perspective to us so we can pub-
lish it.

How can we win more races in 2007 and 2008?
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The Libertarian National Committee
welcomes our newest members*
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Eric  Milner
Robert  Mines
Joe  Mistachkin
Jonathan  Mitchem
Daniel  Mola
Juan  Molinari
Matthew  Molle
Mike  Molnia
Robin  Monroe
John  Montgomery
Brian  Moody
Kelley  Moore
Michael  Moore
Taylor  Moore
Wesley  Moore
Dale  Morgan
Susan  Moroney
Charles  Morris
Jeffrey  Moss
John J Mulholland
Nathan  Mulholland
Bryan  Murphy
Jason  Murray
Michael  Myers
Timothy  Myers
Thomas  Nagle
Eric  Nail
Mark  Neargarder
Grant  Nelson
J. Peter Nevin
Brandon  Niblock
Thomas  Nicole
Malanie  Niehus
Mark  Nilsson
Richard  Nixon
Edwin  Noepel
Steven T Nolan
Matthew  Oakley
Thomas  O’Donald
Michael P O’grady
John  Oliva
Grace  Origel
Joseph  Ortiz
Ozzy  Osborn
Chris  Owens
Michael  Owens
Alan  Owings
John  Page
Rohinton  Palkhivala
Laura  Palmer
Todd  Parris
Jeff  Pasqualucci
John  Patterson
Robert  Pavlosky
Jeremy  Pavlov
Robert  Pearson
Otto W Pebworth
Lucas  Pelletirer
Deborah  Peoples
Robert  Perez
Darryl  Perry
Vaughn Dwight Perry
Kevin  Piowaty
Christopher M Pitts
Matthew  Pius
Philip  Pizz
Caitlin  Podiak

Lisa Marie Portugal
Rebecca  Potter
Drew  Powers
Ian  Pramuk
Thomas  Prescott
Mark  Pyles
Edward  Radle
Jens  Randolff
Allison  Reed
Robert  Reed
Timothy  Reiff
Daniel  Reinagel
James  Rhodes
Mike S Rice
Jason  Richardson
Laurence  Richmond
William  Richmond
Chad  Riden
Steven  Rinker
David  Rizzo
R. Richard Roark
William J Robbins
Jay  Roberson
Walter  Roberts
Liam  Robinson
Erin  Roe
Nick  Roethemeier
Scott  Rollins
Mark  Rosenzweig
Steven Michael Ross
Michael  Rothfeld
Paige  Roumell
Russell  Rowan
Amanda  Rowe
Craig  Royce
Anatoliy  Rudkovskiy
Clint  Ruesch
Daniel  Runey
John  Russell
Michael  Russo
David  Rutcosky
Ryan  Sagan
Juan  Saldana
William  Sampson
Robert  Sandberg
Karl  Sander
Warren  Sanders
Dustin  Santos
Jason  Savage
Andrew  Schaffran
Michael  Schiebel
Tim  Schiewe
Christian  Schmidling
Mike  Schoenfeld
Michael  Schoenleber
Brandon  Schroeder
Eric W Schulte
Michael  Schultheiss
Zachary  Schulz
Lawrence  Schuster
Jeffrey  Schwartz
David  Scott
Thomas  Seagraves
Stephen  Sebastian
Stanley  See
Rick  Seeger
Kenneth  Selfridge
Gleb  Serbin
Daniel  Sharon
Lahana  Shaw
Brianna  Sheldon
Chris  Shepard
Ruth  Sherman
Brian  Shields
Alisa  Short
Chris  Showens
Michael  Sich
Ed  Simon
Doug  Simpson
Gary  Simpson
Julian  Sims
Andrew  Skier
Alexander  Skinner
Jonathan  Slemrod
Christine  Smith
Joel  Smith
Rachel  Smith
Bill  Snorgrass
Mark S Sokoloski
Matthew  Sommers
Ed  Southard
Brian  Spearman
Steve R Spencer
Wade  Spruill
Lee  Squier
Stephen  Starling
Keith  Stasney

Emily  Stedman
Brian  Stevens
Kenneth  Steving
Emily  Stoll
Michael  Strahley
Sarah Leigh Stricker
Donald  Stringer
Brad  Strossman
Faith  Stroud
Jeffrey  Stubbert
Tyler  Suggs
Marshall  Summar
Wesley  Surber
Justin  Surratt
Mark  Sutton
Deborah  Sviridova
David  Swartzwelder
Roger  Sweet
John  Sykes
Jeffrey  Taylor
Marc  Taylor
Jerold  Terry
David  Thomas
Jeremie M Thomas
David A Thompson
Jesse  Thompson
Michelle  Thompson
Melodi  Thrift
Michael  Thurkettle
Nicholas  Thwing
Tom  Tibor
Robby  Ticknor
Trent  Tinsley
Joseph  Tisch
Frank  Todd
Robert  Torene
Michael  Toth
Richard  Townsend
Kathleen A Trampus
John  Treveer
Thomas  Tribandis
Amy  Trovinger
Steven  Tucker
Nathan  Turner
Luke  Utterback
Santhosh  Valloppillil
Myla  Van Duyn
Nemiah  VanGuilder
Cynthia  Verschuur
Lauren  Vogel
David  Vronay
Mary  Wacker
Luke  Waddell
Gloria  Wadzinski
Josh  Waldman
David  Walker
Ronald Lee Wallenhorst
Andrew  Walters
Kathryn  Walters
John  Ware
Jill  Warren
Waldek  Warzecha
Matthew C Weber
Clifford  Weeks
David  Weiser
Aaron  Welsh
Kurt  Werntgen
Paul  West
Howard  Wetsman
Thomas  Whatley
Gregory S Wheeler
Jeff  Whittaker
Josef  Wiggins
Matthew  Wiley
Steven  Willis
Jeffrey  Wilson
William  Wilson
Richard  Winkel
Ryan  Wismer
Brian  Wolfe
Alan  Wood
Christopher  Wood
Timothy  Wooten
Ken D Worrell
Willis  Wotton
Robert C Wright
Rebecca  Wyanne
James  Wylder
David  Yannone
Joseph  Yates
Randy  Yates
Jacqueline  Yunker
Rhett  Yurgin
Marat  Zanov
Val  Zimmerman
David  Zivan
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collin county is prob-
ably one of the reddest 
counties in Texas.  As 

Libertarian Party county chair-
man, I have witnessed media bias, 
voter apathy and even a Diebold 
issue or two.  I have complained, 
sometimes quite colorfully, about 
the issues facing not only Liber-
tarians, but third parties in gen-
eral.  It is very easy, if one isn’t 
careful, to develop a fairly large 
chip on the shoulder.  This past 
election season nearly created a 
monster, but something remark-
able happened and I learned a 
very valuable lesson.  You must 
show up to play!

It seems simple enough, right?  
Unfortunately, some of us are 
trying to catch tuna using a hook 
better designed for perch.  I was 
guilty of it.  I was angry that the 
Dallas Morning News failed to 
mention our candidates in races.  
I had an e-mail argument pages 
long with KERA’s spokesman 
about the exclusion of the Lib-
ertarian Party candidate from the 
Texas gubernatorial debate.  The 
only thing I got for my efforts 
was wasted time writing LTEs 
that went unpublished.  Oh yeah, 
and KERA transferred the debate 
to Belo Corporation.  Net win, 
zero.

Then I received an e-mail, for-
warded from Dallas County Lib-
ertarians, from the Collin County 
Community College District.  

The e-mail invited libertarians to 
a gubernatorial debate watching 
party at the Spring Creek Campus 
of CCCCD.  I was a bit put off 
by the timing- I had just returned 
from a vacation and the mail was 
received the day of the event.  I 
still don’t know how the stars 
aligned that day, but we were 
able to get five of us together for 
the event.  We were invited to set 
up a table and pass out literature 
before the event.  I was a little 
disappointed that we had little 
traffic at our table.  Friday night 
football is almost as big as God 
here, and of course, the event 
was on Friday night.  When we 
moved into the auditorium, Col-
lin County picked a table right up 
front. 

The format was the debate 
viewing followed by one hour 
of discussion.   Naturally, I stood 
up during the second discussion  
to point out that there were five 
candidates for governor - not the 
four who had spoken for an hour 
about nothing.  With approxi-
mately 200 people in attendance, 
the discussion was lively.  Lib-
ertarian candidates kept with it, 
though I think we may have been 
microphone hogs.

After the discussion, Dr. Gar-
rison, an Honors Government 
professor, approached me and 
thanked me for attending.  He 
then invited me, along with the 
Republican and Democratic 

Party chairmen, to talk with his 
honors class about our roles in 
the county.  I, of course, immedi-
ately accepted.  Then I got home 
and talked [State LP Executive 
Director] Wes Benedict’s ear off 
asking for help.

On the day of the talk, I pained 
myself wondering if I would be 
able to contribute anything to 
the young intelligent audience.  
I tend to be nervous speak-
ing in public, so my words are 
often peppered with “um” and 
“you know”.  I wondered what 
to wear, and finally decided on 
a pair of jeans and a sweater.  I 
am not too much older than the 
students with whom I would be 
talking, and I wanted to fit in.  
When I arrived at the school and 
learned that the Republican chair 
was tied up at another political 
rally, but sent a sitting judge in 
her place, I second guessed ev-
erything.  I shouldn’t have.

I walked in to the classroom, 
and a few students knew who I 
was.  They had Googled me and 
found my blog entries on Ham-
merofTruth.com.  This turned out 
to be funny when the other chairs 
(the Republican arrived late) told 
me they had a meeting about po-
tential voting problems but could 
not contact me for an invitation.  

Honestly, I did not say any-
thing noteworthy.  I explained 
that Libertarians believe in total 
personal freedom coupled with 

personal responsibility.  I allowed 
the other chairmen to set the tone 
and it worked to my advantage.  
The Democrat talked about 
politics as a pendulum which 
swings left to right.  She likened 
county chairs to a president of a 
large club responsible for a huge 
amount of money from the state.  
The Republican talked about the 
need for immigration control and 
a border fence because her chil-
dren need to be safe in the park.  I 
talked about duty.  I talked about 
America’s duty to keep her gov-
ernment accountable.  Then the 
questions came. 

One question was about wheth-
er it was only the well-off who 
could be candidates or officers of 
a political party.  The other par-
ties conceded that it could be that 
way, and I said that Libertarians 
make it a priority no matter their 
financial situations.  I explained 
that we receive no checks from 
the state and therefore operate on 
our own work and charity.  I said 
that it is not unusual for Libertar-
ians to open their homes to oth-
ers who travel.  We talked about 
government’s proper constitu-
tional role.  We even talked about 
the fact that Libertarians are so 
individual that we often curse 
ourselves with infighting. 

The class was over before I 
knew it, and as we were winding 
down, there were several students 
who had more questions.  I was 

presented with the choice of talk-
ing to the other chairmen about 
possible voting problems, or 
speaking more to the students of 
the class.  As I spent another hour 
in the hallway talking to some re-
ally bright students, I knew I had 
made the right choice.  When I 
received and answered e-mails 
from some of them, I knew I had 
made the right choice.  When Dr. 
Garrison e-mailed about future 
speaking opportunities, I knew I 
had made the right choice.

There is no denying that we 
often get the short end of the 
stick.  But, when I reflect on the 
wasted energy spent trying to 
get the Libertarian message out 
through larger media outlets, I 
appreciate that I had the energy 
to go to a little community meet-
ing.  I now know that showing 
up and being fully involved is 
better than any newspaper men-
tion.  Oh, yeah, I also now know 
that jeans are the perfect attire for 
such a classroom talk.

outrEach tips

My recent community outreach experiences
by Michelle Shinghal

 ■ Michelle Shinghal

Wikipedia deFines In-
stant Runoff Voting 
as follows: “Instant 

runoff voting (IRV) is a voting 
system used for single winner 
elections in which voters rank 
candidates in order of preference. 
In an IRV election, if no candi-
date receives an overall majority 
of first preferences the candidates 
with fewest votes are eliminated 
one by one, and their votes trans-
ferred according to their second 
and third preferences (and so on) 
and all votes retallied, until one 
candidate achieves a majority. 
The term ‘instant runoff voting’ is 
used because this process resem-
bles a series of run-off elections. 
At a national level IRV is used 
to elect the Australian House of 
Representatives[1], the President 
of Ireland, the Fijian House of 

Representatives and, beginning in 
2007, the National Parliament of 
Papua New Guinea. In the United 
States, it has been adopted by 
voters in eight local jurisdictions, 
starting with San Francisco, and, 
during the 2006 United States 
general elections, Pierce County 
in Washington state, Minneapolis 
and Oakland.”

Ballot Access News reported 
that all of the four ballot measures 
to enact IRV or related voting sys-
tems passed.

“All four ballot measures 
to institute alternative voting 
systems passed on November 
7. Oakland, California, passed 
IRV for city office by 68%. 
Minneapolis passed IRV for city 
office by 65%.

“Two more advanced forms 
seem to have passed narrowly. 
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In Pierce County, Washington 
(that state’s 2nd most populous 
county, which contains Tacoma), 
all partisan county offices will 
apparently no longer have 
partisan primaries. Instead, 
there will be a single election in 
November, using IRV. Although 
ballot access will be easy for all 
candidates, party labels will be 
restricted to those candidates who 
had won their party’s nomination 
by convention, in advance of the 
election. Pierce County now more 
closely approximates the systems 
used by Ireland and the Australia 
than any other jurisdiction in the 
U.S. The Pierce County measure 
was the only one affecting partisan 
elections.”

Ballot Access News also 
reported that voters in Davis, 
California approved of a Single 

Transferrable Vote electoral 
system.

“Finally,  Davis passed advisory 
measure L (with 55%), which 
provides for Single Transferrable 
Vote for multi-winner offices 
such as City Council-at-large. 
Like all California elections 
for city office, Davis uses non-
partisan elections. However, 
Davis will now apparently share 
the characteristic of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, under which an 
organized minority of voters 
can place a candidate on the city 
council if that minority comprises 
approximately 25% (in Cambridge 
the threshold is lower than 25%, 
because Cambridge elects more 
members to its city council).”  

Hopefully, we will be seeing 
more of these sorts of ballot 
measures in 2007 and 2008.

Alternate voting systems win in four municipalities
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Stars of Liberty

Renewing as Life 
Members:

Richard Cerbasi
John Low
Patrick T Mahon Jr
Kathleen Fox Polizzi
Charles Timm
 

Renewing as Sponsors:
 

Richard D Arnos
Tom Aub
John Dolan-Heitlinger
Christian F Hansen
David E Henkle
Chas Wm James
Kurt J Lanza
Steven Leindecker
Stephen F Meier
Aaron Moum
Michael L Stevenson
John R Wald
Mark W Wenning
David Wilson
Peter Wilson
Isaac Zenk 
 

Renewing as Supporting 
Members:

Marvin Anderson
Thomas O Arth
Ajay Baddi
David M Baker
Andrew Balbus
Art Barber
George J Barenholtz
Richard T Bartholomew
Roger K Baumberger
Reg Begley
George Bell
Richard A Bellin
Michael J Bennett
Bruce S Berry
Glen H Blomgren
Michael S Boerste
Eric P Bohley
Nicholas Bomia
Howard Bouknight
Nathan Boy
Randall Bredell
James Breen
Jack Brennan
John Broan
Barry S Brown
Christopher P Brown
Steve Wesley Brown
Harry M Brumlik Jr
Sean Burke
George L Cady Jr
James Stewart Campbell
Steve Campbell
D Canning
Jim Cartwright
David S Cassarino
Mark Cigainero
John Clark
Zander Y Collier III
Ralph Cook
Anthony C Crikis
Robert Crossman
D L Cummings
Leonard A Davidson DDS
Robert A Dempsey
Karl N Dickey
Calvin L Doub
Allan Dougherty
John R Duree Jr
Terry A Duree
W G Eaton
Terrance A Eisenbraun
Eric R Fahnoe
Charles F Fairall
Vaida M Falconbridge
Paul M Faynor
Randy Finch
Stephen Finger
James Fouts
Curt Francis
Richard P Francisco
Andrew Douglas Gable
Sara C Gailey
Steven Gallant
Kenneth A Geller
Fredrick Gerringer
Dorsey J Glenn
Judy Glenn
Joe Godwin
Paul Gohman
David A Goodwin
David P Gose
Craig M Gradick
Fred K Gray
Franklin Ford Griffin
Richard P Griot
David Hanson
Stephanie Heap
Sassan S Hejazi
Phil Hoaglund
Miles F Holden
Daniel C Holdgreiwe
Rodger Hopp
Robert D Houk
Robert E Hutchinson
Gary Jagemann
Douglas Johnson
Brian Jones
John J Jones
Achyut B Kamat Md
Jak Karako
Gregory Kelver
David P Kern
Bruce B Kingman
Karl Knutson
Jeffrey A Kopczynski
James L Kretchmer
Richard M Lafford
George H Lane IV
William Lang
Patrick A Lawler
Michael B Levitan
Steven Light
Steve Patrick Lill
Michael F Linder
Evelyn Litwin
Bryan Lloyd
Charles S Macaulay

Gordon Maddox
Brandon M Magoon
John Mancini
Francis J Manning
Judge Manning
Richard A Martin
Susan C Matheson
Martin Mattern
John C Matthews
Mark Maxwell
Jim Mcguire
Michael S McKee
James J McLaughlin
Steven J McNeil
William Howard Meckling
Philip Meidell
Ken Mikeman
David Miller
Joshua Mills
Rachael Mitchell
Paul W Moog
Eugene E Muller
Francis Muscolo
Jason Musgrave
Richard R Nageotte
Thomas Neuman
Mark R Nixon
Adam H Norwood
Mike O’Hara
Neil J O’Neill
James C Pierce
James Pope
Chester A Ptak
Thomas J Quinlan
Carl Quinn
John Ramseyer
Courtney B Rand
Deanna Ross
Mark Rozzano
Alan Rutz
Joseph D Sabella MD
Joseph Sachs
William C Saunders
J H Schuldt
Richard K Selfridge
Steve Setzer
Bill W Shaw
Ivanette G Shinsato
Sarah M Shuman
John S Siegel
Richard Sinnott
Stephen Sjolander
Roger Small
Dennis F Smith
Greg Stein
Karen S Steingraber
Morey L Straus
Randall Stroud
Robert P Sutton
Jeff Svedahl
Donald P Talenti
Calvin J Taylor
H Vance Taylor
John J Telintelo
Gayle Teufel
Therese Tlapek
Joel Allan Tobias
Ernesto Borges Torres
James Tosone
Sam Treynor
D W Tuckwiller
Donald Urbanic
Dennis Vecchio
Gary A Verhaeghe
Kirk Vistain
Daniel P Vitti
Joseph Walker
O W  Wallar Jr 
Robert L Walton
David Ware
Lowry Watkins, Jr 
Albert Way
Mark Weaver
J Andrew Wehrenberg
Walter S Westfall
Kent M White
Richmond M Wight
Lisa M Wilber
Alfred H Williams
Bruce S Williams
Courtney Winfree
Keenan Winters
Bruce Young
Harlan E Young

Renewing as Sustaining 
Members:

Jouni Aarnos
Jonathan Abramson
David Ackmann
Howard E Adams
Jim Adams
Steve Addison
Edward Ade
Lee Alexander Sr
Leonard H Alexander
Peter Michael Alford
Jean L Allard
Anne H Allen
Ernest J Allison
Mark S Alper
Elaine Marie Alphin
Alan Alsing
David Alter
Diane M Alter
Mario Alves
Alfhild Anda
William E Anders
Aaron Anderson
Diane Anderson
Thomas J Anderson
Kurt Andrews
Mike Anthony
Laureen Arena
Larry Arnhart
Eric K Arthur
Prakash Aswani
David R Aubuchon
Kathleen Austin
Doug Avery
Mark N Axinn Esq
Robert M Ayers
Robert K Babione
Thomas Bagwell
David C Bailey
Evan Bailey
Lance E Bailey

Ron Bailey
James G Baird
Dick Baker
Jay R Baker
Robert C Baker
Richard S Barnes
Debra Barnett
Arthur L Baron
Warren Barr
Thomas E Barrette
Joseph R Barrie
Richard W Barry
Thomas W Bassett
Kevin W Bastian
Steven M Bate
Mark D Bateman
Henry Wilson Battle
Carlton J Baxter
Stephen Baxter
Gwyneth H Bear
Blair S Beard
Kevin Beaudin
Daria Begley
Robert Beitler
Tim Belitz
Bruce K Bell
Roger Bell
Michael Bellman
Elwyn Bembry
Craig Bennett
Maxine Bennett
Vern Karl Benson
George C Berger IV
William J Berger Jr
Brian J Bernard
John M Berndtson
Anna G Berryman
David E Besenfelder
Lana P Bienvenu
Jill R Binsley
Dennis N Birran
Alex Bischoff
Kristen Bisciglia
William E Bishop III
Charles Black
Philip Jeffrey Black
Steven E Black
Tom Bledsoe Jr 
Christopher M Bliersbach
Melba Blodgett
Mel Blum
Paul Blumstein
Philip C Bolger
Richard Boltuck
Charles Bolz
Virginia Bonvicini
Herbert Booth
M D Booth
Gregory M Borek
Owen Borseth
John A Boston
Charles Bostwick
Steve Boucher
Dean T Bowden
Don Bowyer
Robert W Boylan
Ann Boyner
Andrew Boysen
Heinrich WW Bracker
William Bradley
Michael M Brady
Julian A Bragg
Donald J Bramble
James Kevin Branigan
Tim Brann
Thomas J Breault
Joe Breher
A J Brent
Karl C Bretz
Kenneth D Bridges
William G Briggs
Sandi A Brigham
Keith Brilhart
Mike Brolley
Robert J Bromley
Richard K Bronk
Christopher M Brookover
Bradley A Brown
Douglas L Brown
Eugene Allen Brown
James D Brown
Kevin B Brown
Lorraine A Brown
Steve Brown
Autumn Browne
Tia Brundage
Doug Buchanan
Erik S Buck
Jose Budejen
Jim Bullock
Ronald Bunnell
Marvin F Buntrock
Daniel Burfoot
Gary R Burgner
James R Burke
Robert Burke
Steve Burkholder
Rich Burns
Lawrence R Bush
Richard W Bushart
George Buttner
John Button
Jelks H Cabaniss III
Douglas Cable
Linda Cain
Richard Caisse
Cindy Calderwood
Norman M Callahan
Robert Callaway DVM
Scott D Campbell
Sean Campbell
Steve Cannon
Ronald J Cappuccio
Mark Carducci
Richard L Carey
Eric Carlson
Gary Carlson
Richard Carlson
Frank C Carr
James M Carr
Angela Carreira
John Carroll
George Carson
Phillip P Caruso
David Cary
Allan Casada
Carl Casey III
Michael Shea Catozzi
Ben A Cavin Jr
Roy Cazier
Karen C Chapman
Malcolm G Chatfield
Rick Chatfield
Olga Marie Chauncey
James B Cheslin
Hal Chiprin
Varun Choudhary MD

Mark Q Christol
Kelly Cisarik
Mark Claiborne
Alan L Clark
John R Clark
Ron Clark
Frank Clarke
Christopher Clemence
Brooks C Clements
Doug Clifford
Wayne M Cline
Brian Clyde
Charles Cochran
Joe Cochran
George W Cofer Jr
Cherokee B Cole
Clint Cole
William Cole
Ronald J Colfer
George Collins
Charles Collis
Jason Colquitt
Hillary Comeaux
Therese R Conant
Meryle Ann Conard
Sean Concannon
Bob Congdon
Julian S Conley
Neal Conner
Bill Conroy
Alan L Cook
Donald J Coon
Chet Cooper
Chris James Corbett
Robert A Cordes
James D Corey
Russell Cornwall
Lynn E Cory
Steven Cotthaus
Joseph F Coursey
Scott Cousino
J David Cowart
Jolly Euelee Cox Jr 
Danny J Coyle
Kevin Coyne
Stephen Michael Crabill
Criss Crawford
Charles D Cripps
Barry Crook
Morgan Crook
Courtney Leigh Crowley
Bradford C Cummings
Christopher Cunningham
David S Cunningham
Nathan W Currier
Diane Curtis
Scott M Curtis
Hans H Dahl
Brett Dahlberg
David E Dahms
Bruce Daigle
Christopher Dalrymple
Benjamin Dalton
Warren Darnulc
Paul Darr
David Daugherty
Debra S Davis
Edmund Davis
James W Davis
Marc Davis
Richard J Davis DDS
Ronald M Davis
Brian Dawley
Bryant E Day
Robert L de Beauchamp
James Dean
Wayne Deeter
Stephen A Deffenderfer
Scott Douglas DeHart
Westley Floyd Deitchler
Richard Deitke
Timothy DeLany
Mary A DeMandel
Sally Denil
Maino des Granges
Keith R Deschler
Harold Desy
Karl A L Devenport
Michael R Diamond
Rodney Dickerson
Tom Dietrich
Lowell Dietz
James Distefano
Joseph Divito
Alan Dockery
Dennis M Dockery
Brian Dodge
John Doebler
Mark Doll
William Dombrowski
James H Donnelly
Richard Donnocker
Thomas Dooley
Dennis Doran
John W Doran
Bret A Dornon
Robert Dorsey
Christopher Doughty
Scott Douthit
Wade Dowdell
Bill Drake
William C Drennan
Thomas W Dressler
Thomas S Drissel
Jack E Drues
Lee R Duffner
Kerry Duffy
Patrick Dugan
Victor P Dura
Glenn P Durham
Steve A Dutner
Carl M Dye
Patrick Eames
Patrick D Easterday
Lou S Eastman
Scott Ecelberger
Robert A Eckerson
Christopher Edes
Richard B Edison MD 
Bruce J Edmundson
Andrew Edtl
Leon Eggers
Ginny Eggleston
Ed Ehrhart
Thane Eichenauer
Martin Eisenberg
Donald J Eisenmenger
Nathaniel G Elam
Linda Lee Ellis
Thomas D Ellsworth
David E  Emmert
Gregory P Encelewski
David A Enfinger
Robert A Ern Jr
Daniel Esikoff
Chuck Esposito
Robert S Espy

Elizabeth Evans
Mark Evans
Richard Evans
Damon Falconi
Priscilla Falconi
Kevin Farrar
Shana Fassett
Philip L Faulkner
John A Fehsenfeld
Lawrence F Feld MD
Christian Fenton
Jerry Fest
Charlemange A Fezza
Mark Fiegen
Eric Fine
David Finkel
Jason Charles Fisher
Robert Fitch
Robert F Fitchett
Christopher G Flaten
David B Flinton
Michael Fogarty
Debra Fonzo
Richard H Forker
James W Forkner
William Forman
Lee J Fortier
C Kevin Fortner
Jennifer Fortner
Peter Fortunato
Amy K Foust
Mark Francisco
Russell Frank
Ken Fraser
Merton M Frederick
Ron Freeman
Matthew Friar
Robert Friedman
Kurt Fritscher
Roger Fritz
William R Frock
Richard D Fuerle
David Furholmen
Conrad Gabbard
Steven Gaiser
Peter A Galante
Neil C Galbraith
Clint Gallatin
Doug Gallob
Douglas Gangi
Anthony Garcia
Roger F Garcia
Aaron Gardner
James E Gardner III
Ben Garrett
S David Garthoff
Ernst P Gasteiger
Mark Gaut
Elden Gebaroff
Alan G Geisler
Joe Genevich
Walter Gengarelly
Hope E Genrich
Dietrich A Gerhardt Md
Deirdre Gibbons
David Gilmer
Robert Giramma
Ronald K Glaiser
Thomas W Glaser
Gordon L Glass
Loel Gnadt
Robert Goen
Donald Golobek
Allen Gooch
Mark Goodman
Michael L Goodman
Gary Goodson
Robert D Goodwyn
J D Gorham
Michael J Gorr
Bradley Gottfried
Kenneth R Gowens
Donald W Grafton
Gary M Graham
William V Graham III
Deborah Grand
Christopher P Graviss
Jacob G Gray
Shawn Greathouse
Maurice Greb
John W Greco
Michael Greenberg
Stevenson Greene
Dennis Grenier
Michael R Grenier
Brian J Griffin
Jack Griffin
Vernon David Griles
Willie Grills
Dean Grinch
Chris B Grodhaus
Frank Groffie
Clifford Grohn
Brent Grooms
Martin F Grosjean Jr
Andrew Gross
David Grunau
Donald A Guadagnoli
Fred A Gumpert
Ed F Haas
Erwin J Haas
Lowell Hahn
Demosthenes A Halcoussis
Crayton G Hall
Michael L Hall
W Stanley Hall
Helena Hammer
Jeff Hammer
Edwin R Haney
Paul Hansen
Sandra Hansen
Philip Hardin
Jeffrey Harlan
Raymon W Harlow
Henry Grady Harmon III
Wille J Harmon
John Harney
Anthony R Harp
Brad Harrington
Allan R Harris
Billy Harris
Jack Harris
Jerry Harris
Lennie H Harris
Norman E Harris Jr
William H Harrison
Michael A Hartenberg
William M Harter
Scott A Harwood
James G Hasslacher
James C Hattrup
Chad M Haugen
Joe Hauptmann
Edward H Hausladen
Tonja S Haynes
Linda K Healy
Mary H Hearne

Matt Heath
Walter Heath
Charles Casey Heaton
Donald W Heaton
John J Heine
Oscar Heintz
F E Heinzelman
Duane Helferich
William Hendricks
Charles D Hendrickson
Carey Hendrix
Candace Henson
Harry Herbert
Kurt Hermann
Daniel Herrick
David Hester
W M Hevr
Earl Hiatt
Mark Hickey
Jay Hicks
Richard Hicks
Gilbert A Higuera
Doug Hilderbrand
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The Libertarian National 
Committee thanks the following 
members for renewing their
level of membership between
September 22  and November 21, 
2006:
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The officers and staff of the 
Libertarian National

Committee would  like to 
take this opportunity to

 offer our hopes that
you and yours enjoy a

 wonderful  holiday season
 and a prosperous new year.

Letters to the editor

Lp news will once again 
be accepting letters to 
the editor.  We ask that 

your letters be kept to less 
than 250 words long.

Please keep in mind that 
LP News is used by many 
Libertarians as an outreach 
tool.  While reasonable 
disagreement and debate are 
encouraged, letters which 
cast the Libertarian Party 
in a negative light won’t be 
published.

Submissions may be mailed 
or faxed to us, but we’d prefer 
to recieve your letter by e-mail 
directed to editor@lp.org.

New LNC Treasurer

libeRtaRian national 
c o m m i t t e e  
Treasurer Geoffrey 

Neale resigned his position 
during the November meeting 

of the committee.
Aaron Starr was selected 

by the committee to serve in 
Neale’s place.

Starr holds degrees in 
finance and accounting from 
California State University 
at Northridge. He is the 
Controller of a $700 million 
per year manufacturing 
company. He also serves as 
Chair of the Libertarian Party 
of California. He is a lifelong 
resident of Simi Valley, 
California.

Badnarik honored

FoRmeR libeRtaRian 
paRty pResidential 
candidate michael 

badnaRik was awarded an 
honorary lifetime membership 
by the Libertarian National 
Committee.

Badnarik was cited for his 
ongoing and stellar work for 

the Party.  The motion passed 
unanimously.

New webmaster

coRey steRn has 
taken over the reins 
at LP.org.  Stern 

will be responsible for site 
development and maintenance 
at all of the Libertarian Party 
websites. 

Stern has considerable 
Internet development 
experience and one of his sites 
was recently awarded “Site of 
the Day” by Politics1.com.

Libertarian elected

conGRatulations are 
due to former LNC 

Treasurer Mark Nelson.  
Nelson has been elected 
chairman of the Davenport, 
Iowa Parks and Recreation 
Committee.  The appointed 

committee elects its own 
officers.

Call for articles

We Would like 
to spend more 
time over the 

next few months covering 
the topic of winning 
Libertarian campaigns from 
perspectives.

The first perspective 
is to learn what winning 
Libertarian campaigns did 
that worked.  The second is 
how to govern as an actual 
Libertarian Party member 
holding elected office.

If you have worked 
for a winning Libertarian 
campaign or been the 
winning candidate, we 
would welcome your article, 
interview or advice on how 
you won.  Also, we’d like 
your input on what it is 
like after you assumed your 
office.  Winners, please 
contact us at editor@lp.org.


